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Golden Rod 
By Mrs. Edgar F. Johnston 


T LAST the golden rod is here, 
And whether skies be gray or clear 
Its beauties glow, 
As if some Midas touch of old 
Had turned each feathery spray to gold 
And kept it so. 


For us Dame Nature has unrolled 
A mimic field of cloth of gold, 
Where breezes play ; 
Where birds and butterflies may light, 
And pause awhile in pure delight, 
Then haste away. 


When skies are gray this flower most fair 
Appears, as though it loved to share 

Its gathered hoard 
Of hidden sunshine. Proving still * 
How sunny hearts may conquer ill 

By gladness stored. 


Each autumn’s golden rod will fade, 
But deep in memory shall be laid 
The golden sprays, 
And treasured there. Like thoughts of 
friends 
Whoee sunny faith a blessing sends 
Through all our days. 


ye 
A Cure for Modernism 


It is not intellectual to deny truth. 
Rather, it is ignorant. Yet Modernism, 
which prides itself on being intellectual, 
denies one or another of the truths de- 
clared by God in his Word. A Christian 
young man, after talking with students 
in a Modernistic theological seminary, 
wrote to a friend: “My position seems 
so much more logical and reasonable 
than theirs that my conviction grows 
and my faith increases as I talk with 
them.” Dr. Griffith Thomas, when asked 
how it was he became a Fundamental- 
ist, used to reply, “By reading the books 


of Modernists.” The greatest thinkers, 
the greatest rationalists, have been hum- 
ble, devoted, wholly believing Christians. 
The Bible invites us to put it to thor- 
oughly rational and intellectual tests: it 
will meet every such test triumphantly. 
Irwin Linton, the well known Christian 
lawyer of Washington, has told of ask- 
ing lawyer friends who were unbelievers 
whether they had read anything on the 
other side of the question. Sometimes 
he has had the reply, “I didn’t know 
there was anything on the other side 
that would appeal to an _ intellectual 
man.” “Oh, yes,” Mr. Linton has said, 
“there are a number of things; will you 
read some of them if I let you have 
them?” And some lawyers have been 
fair enough to say they would; and over 
and over again Mr. Linton has known 
such men, when they finished examining 
the evidence on the other side, to aban- 
don their unbelief and become earnest, 
intelligent Christians. Long ago God 
himself extended an invitation to all 
thoughtful people which holds good to- 
day: “Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord” (Isa. 1:18). 


Swiss 


ESAR MALAN was not brought up 
( a Fundamentalist —far from it! 

Though he was of Huguenot-mar- 
tyr background, his father, J. I. Malan, 
was son of the eighteenth century, for 
whom the Encyclopédie of Diderot sup- 
planted the Bible and who smiled in 
his “good sense” at “enthusiasm.” The 
brilliant son Cesar thought he would like 
to be a Genevan pastor. Genevan pas- 
tors of the time outdid the Modernist 
pastors of our day. “During my four 
years of theology,” wrote Malan, “I never 
heard a single word which could lead 
me to a belief in Christ’s divinity.” 


“They taught us only the dogmas of _ 


natural religion. The New Testament 
was not among the books required in 
our theological studies,” adds his fellow 
student in divinity, Ami Bost. “They 
praised the majesty of the Scriptures 
after the manner of Rousseau, but 
thought it presumption to base one’s re- 
ligion and Christian faith upon the 
Word.” 





This editorial is a review of “Un Gagneur 
d’Ames: César Malan,” by Gédéon Sabliet. (Not 
translated into English. Obtainable at the 
Librarie Générale et Protestante, 33 Rue des 
Saints, Péres, Paris.) 


“Modernism” 


Delays Not Denials 

God would not be loving if he never 
delayed in doing what we ask. Little 
children often ask a parent for some- 
thing they want immediately; the parent 
knows it is better for the little child 
to have it later and, because the parent 
loves the child, the gift is delayed. It 
would be unloving not to delay what 
was asked for. Thé most mature Chris- 
tian is as a little child in God’s sight 
and in contrast with God’s infinite wis- 
dom. Let us, then, trust God when he 
delays in granting our longings. As that 
rare, discerning, devoted Christian 
teacher Dr. F. B. Meyer once said: 
“There may have been long delays in 
the fulfillment of promises. But delays 
are not denials; and it is better to let 
the fruit ripen before you pluck it.” As 
we look back over our lives “from the 
land of the sunset” we shall see, said Dr. 
Meyer, as Israel saw, that “there failed 
not ought of any good promise which 
the Lord had spoken unto the house of 
Israel; all came to pass” (Josh. 21:45). 
It is better to wait now than to wish 
later that we had waited. 


a Century Ago 


It is not surprising, then, that even 
after his ordination Malan confessed to 
little interest in Scripture reading. Once, 
having taken the Bible with him to 
lighten a journey, he “found its style 
antiquated and commonplace.” Yet such 
is the chasm yawning between Modern- 
ist opinion and Modernist statement that 
when, in October, 1810, at the age of 
twenty-three he was inducted into tthe 
pastorate, he assented to the following 
formula: 

“You promise before God and on the 
Holy Scriptures, open before you, to 
preach the pure Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to recognize, as sole and 
infallible rule of faith and conduct, the 
Word of God as it is contained in the 
holy books of the Old and New Testa- 
ment?” 

Malan took oath before the Church 
and before the Bible which was still a 
sealed book to him. 

For four years more he was in dark- 
ness. He described himself at that time 
as “an entire stranger to the evangelical 
doctrine of salvation by grace, estab- 
lishing the righteousness of human merit, 
flattering man’s virtues, and showing 
him Heaven as the infallible reward for 
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his efforts. I preached only the morality 
of reason, the lies of an unbelieving 
heart.” 

A passage from a sermon of the time 
illustrates this. It was on “The Natural 
Innocence of Man and the Justification 
of the Sinner by his Works and his Vir- 
tues.” 

“When seeing the virtues which you 
have attained you will, without diffi- 
culty, open the way to new virtues and 
will taste secret and inexpressible de- 
lights. The consciousness of your prog- 
ress will fill your hearts with a sweet 
hope. By increasing each day your pre- 
cious treasure, that treasure of gold puri- 
fied by fire with which one buys im- 
mortality, you will finally reach, full 
of heavenly emotions, the happy hour 
when you will return to the Creator 
your soul, beautified with virtues.” 

We swim in the full sentimentalism 
of Rousseau, a sentimentalism that Chan- 
ning introduced into New England. No 
wonder an outraged village pastor said 
to him, “Monsieur, it appears as if you 
did not know that to convert others you 
yourself must be converted. Your ser- 
mon was not Christian, and I hope my 
parishioners have not understood it.” 

Then came the great change that blot- 

‘ted out every trace of Modernism in his 
heart and mind. One evening the read- 
ing of the fifth chapter of Romans made 
a very profound impression on him. On 
the following afternoon he was reading 
Scripture at his desk in a class busied 
with study. The passage was the second 
of Ephesians. “When I reached the 
words, ‘For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of your- 
selves: it is the gift of God,’ the very 
book seemed on fire. I was so moved 
that I had to leave the room. I walked 
about the college court saying to myself, 
‘I am saved! I am saved!” 

He compared his conversion to the 
feeling of a child when awakened by a 
mother’s kiss. 

He immediately destroyed all his old 
sermons and with them his collection of 
classical writers, for he was a fine classi- 
cist who in later life spoke Latin to 
Hungarian visitors and used nothing but 
Latin as vernacular to his eldest boy. At 
Easter, 1817, he preached in the Church 
of the Madeleine, Geneva, and made it 
the occasion to announce his new-found 
Christian faith. 

“The church was too full for the audi- 
ence that crowded it. It was toward 
evening. This enhanced the solemnity 
of the appeal which for the first time I 
addressed to the conscience of the unbe- 
lievers and Pharisees. They listened at 
first in profound silence, but the calm 
was of surprise and disgust. Signs of 
dissatisfaction showed themselves here 
and there as I displayed the falseness of 
human righteousness, exalting that of 
God alone, by faith in Christ. Murmurs 
arose. Then pointing to a wall on the 
right of the pulpit I said firmly: (‘If at 
this moment the mysterious hand, which 
once in Babylon wrote silently the 
death-doom of a vicious king, should 
come out and write on this wall the 
story of your life; if the lines should 
truly declare what you had done and 
thought, far from the eyes of men and in 
the secret of your own hearts, which of 
you would dare lift his eyes?’” 
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At this moment many gazed at the 
wall. Others shrugged shoulders. There 
was a movement of anger in the assem- 
bly. When the preacher descended from 
the pulpit he passed through the crowd 
of his fellow citizens as a soldier run- 
ning the gauntlet. “And all they in the 
synagogue, when they heard these things, 
were filled with wrath, and rose up, and 
thrust him out of the city.” 

It was literally so if not with violence. 
His parents turned against him and his 
wife was profoundly grieved. The “lib- 
eral” theolcgian, Cheneviere, led the pas- 
tors of the Venerable Company of Gen- 
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eva to adopt a ruling which all young 
pastors should sign. They must pledge 
themselves not to preach on original sin, 
the action of grace, the manner in which 
two natures were united in Christ. This 
barred Malan from the pulpits of Gen- 
eva. It was a parallel to the casting 
out of Dr. Machen by the General As- 
sembly of 1936. 

“The representatives of comfortable 
Christianity,” says the biographer in de- 
scribing this episode, “who have in- 
vented a new theology which suits their 
lukewarm life, are able to dig in be- 


(Continued on page 583) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Should Christians Oppose War ? 


Last yezr in the Trwes an article by 
Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, “Startling Signs 
of the End of the Age,” contained some- 
thing that is puzzling to me, a Christian. 
It is just this: 

Daily we are warned of the imminence 
of war and are admonished everywhere, 
not only by all thinking men but by min- 
isters themselves, to fight war. We are 
told that war is unchristian, that God 
does not want us to fight. Yet in his 
article Dr. Trumbull states, in reference 
to programs and organizations fighting 
war: “. . . as though these human pro- 
grams could end war or even keep their 
sponsors out of war !” 


Now what are we to do? Are we to 
accept war as the fulfillment of prophecy 
in the Bible and make no effort to find 
a way to stop it, or are we to fight against 
it as unchristian? I shall be indebted to 
you for an answer to this question—An 
Indiana reader. 


The answer is not so difficult as it may 
seem. Christians should of course do 
everything in their power to prevent spe- 
cific wars when it is obviously a right- 
eous thing to attempt such prevention. 
And there is no question that certain 
wars have been prevented, from time 
to time, by righteous attitudes and ac- 
tions on the part of Christians and 
national leaders. 

But there is a fundamental difference 
between bringing influence to bear, or 
taking action, to prevent a particular 
war or avo.u a specific casus belli (cause 
of war), and on the other hand entering 
into movements or organizations the de- 
clared purpose of which is to bring per- 
manent peace on earth by attempting to 
put an end to all possibility of war 
throughout the world. That is futile, 
for God’s Word plainly declares that 
men never can do this: that only the 
Prince of Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of kings and Lord of lords, will be 
able to do it by his personal return to 
reign over this earth. As the article in 
the Trims cf June 26, 1937, said, to which 
the Indiana reader refers: “Men who 
do not know God or the Word of God 
seem to think that they can avoid war 
by simply deciding not to have war. 
There are prophecies in this connection 
that are completely overlooked not only 
by the world, but also by many Chris- 
tians.” The sentence quoted by the 
reader, “as though these human pro- 
grams could end war or even keep their 


sponsors out of war,” referred to national 
and international movements, organiza- 
tions, and pledges intended to make all 
wars impossible and bring universal 
peace. No intelligent Christian who is 
fully informed on the Bible teachings 
and prophecies on this subject will con- 
nect himself with any such movement. 1 

An instance of the futility of such 
movements was given in the TimgEs arti- 
cle in connection with the magnificent 
Peace Palace at the Hague, which was 
erected as a monument and testimonial 
to the establishing of universal peace. 
The Editor’s article said: “It has been 
noted that five of the monarchs and 
presidents whose pictures hang upon its 
walls have been assassinated since the 
palace was built. Men who are at war 
with God cannot establish any perma- 
nent peace with one another.” 

Within the doorway of another Peace 
Palace, the ‘cornerstone of which was 
laid in Geneva in June, 1929, on the tenth 
birthday of the League of Nations, are 
inscribed the words “Peace and Safety.” 
What a startling and unconscious fulfill- 
ment of prophecy! “For yourselves 
know perfectly that the day of the Lord 
so cometh as a thief in the night. For 
when they shall say, PEAcE AND SAFETY; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with 
child; and they shall not escape” (1 
Thess. 5: 1-6). 

The duty of avoiding or preventing 
specific wars, while at the same time 
recognizing the futility of any attempt to 
establish universal peace and put an end 
to all wars, has ‘a parallel that may help 
us to understand the principles involved. 
Those who believe the Word of God know 
that men can never, by their scientific 
and medical researches and discoveries, 
put an end to all disease and death. 
Yet every once in a while some mis- 
guided scientist or physician, blind to 

(Continued on page 583) 





1That article by Charles G. Trumbull, Edi- 
tor of The Sunday School Times, including 
the entire series on Bible Prophecy that was 
published in these columns last year, together 
with much additional material and a number 
of “Notes on Open Letters’ on questions of 
prophecy is now published in a book of 191 
Pages by the Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, $1.50. The book may be ordered 
from the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Gar- 
den Street, Philadelphia. Please add ten cents 
for postage. 
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the Spirit as it pierces his heart 








He feels the keen double-edged Sword of 


Confronting an Atheist Student with the Bible 
By Arthur |. Brown, M.D., C.M., F.R.CS. 














on the Pacific Coast, in one of the 

srnaller cities, many students were 
in attendance. One afternoon I an- 
swered a knock on the door of my hotel 
room. A fine-looking young man intro- 
duced himself and said he desired to 
talk over some of the lectures he had 
heard. He informed me that he was 
a normal school student; I learned after- 
ward that he was a brilliant scholar. 

With commendable frankness he went 
on to say: 

“Dr. Brown, I am an atheist and, of 
course, reject most of the things for 
which you stand. I do not believe in 
the existence of God, and even doubt 
the commonly accepted view that there 
ever was one named Jesus who lived on 
earth.” 

“Well, James, we do not seem to hold 
much in common. Why do you come 
to me?” 

“You have interested me, sir, because 
you evidently believe thoroughly what 
you are preaching, and I have regard for 
your scholarship. I would like to know 
how a man with your training can pos- 
sibly accept so many of these ancient 
and somewhat discredited ideas.” 


An Honest Desire for Light 


“Am I right then, James, in concluding 
that your atheism does not give you any 
happiness or satisfaction?” 

“It is not a question of happiness 
with me, Doctor. I have not thought 
it would give me that kind of sensation; 
it is purely an intellectual conclusion.” 

“Let me say, James, that I have no 
time for mere argument or futile de- 
bate on these questions. But if you 
have an honest desire to discuss these 
things with a view to accepting another 
view if your present attitude is shown 
to be erroneous, I am willing to give 
you the entire afternoon.” 

“If you can show me that I am wrong 
I shall certainly abandon my atheism 
and you will have made a convert.” 

“Very well, let’s get down to business 
at once.” 

It was now about quarter past three, 
and here was a seeking soul. He had 
not admitted it, but the Holy Spirit 
had sent an arrow of conviction to this 
young man’s heart. There is no greater 
thrill in life than to have a chance like 
this of bringing the Lord Jesus Christ to 
one who would surely be a great acqui- 
sition to the army of the Lord. 

We seated ourselves. I gave him the 
Gideon Bible and opened my own. What 
would be the result? 

“Would you mind, James, if I ask God 
to guide and bless our conversation?” 

“No, not at all, if you think it will 
help. I have my doubts.” 

We bowed together, and an urgent 
Prayer went into the presence of God 
for the leading of the Holy Spirit. One 
has learned that it is impossible to argue 


[) caine the course of a conference 


Like duelists, Dr. Brown and a 
young scholar met one afternoon. It 
was the student who sought the duel, 
but it was Dr. Brown who chose the 
weapons, for he handed the student 
a Gideon Bible and used his own. 
Nor is the figure far-fetched, for this 
was a life-and-death matter, in which 
the young man’s soul was at stake. 
And greater forces were engaged in 
this battle than Dr. Brown’s scien- 
tifically trained mind and long ex- 
perience and the student’s keen 
brain. Once again the Spirit of God 
strove with Satan for a human soul, 
and there was joy in the presence of 
the angels of God at the end of the 
struggle. 


This is the second and concluding 
part of Dr. Brown’s valuable article 
telling of his experiences with unbe- 
lieving colleges and students. It 
should encourage Times readers to 
be steadfast in soul-winning, relying 
on the power of God’s Spirit and his 
Word. 








anyone to Jesus Christ. God uses the 
Spirit and his Word alone. It is for 
us to occupy a secondary place in this 
important situation. The Devil is there 
to defeat a mere human, and he will do 
it every time, but he cannot avail against 
the Third Person of the Trinity. 

For almost three hours I opened up 
the Scriptures, showing the corrobora- 
tion of science and scholarship, and pro- 
ducing some of the more striking of 
the evidences of God. 

“We must begin our investigation, 
James, with the basis of all logical think- 
ing — God.” 

The Reasonableness of a Guide Book 


And thus we started our crucial dis- 
cussion with the real and controlling 
Presence of the Holy Spirit filling the 
room. After about fifteen minutes the 
young man turned to me and said: 

“You have given me new light. I 
think I must accept the fact of a 
Supreme Being.” 

My heart leaped with anticipation, be- 
cause I knew that a greater Power than 
human intellect had brought that admis- 
sion. 

Down the line we went, from God to 
creation, from man to the fall, from the 
fall to what might be considered a rea- 
sonable effort of God to bring man back 
to Himself. A Guide Book to show man 
the way home would be a logical thing. 
The proofs of the infallibility of the 
Bible are so amazing and numerous that 
they must commend themselves to any 
honest mind. 

James gradually gave assent to every 
proposition, and then we reached the 
all-important plan of God for world 
redemption. If the Bible is true scien- 


tifically, we must accept its other state- 
ments. The world, according to the 
Bible’s oft-repeated warnings, is lost, 
and must have an infinite Saviour. We 
are given the altogether extraordinary 
solution, namely, that God himself de- 
cided to come to earth in order to atone 
for man’s sin. 

This brought us to the deity of Jesus 
Christ, his virgin birth, his life, his 
death, and his resurrection. The three 
last-mentioned facts are among the best 
attested in history. 

It was interesting to notice the effect 
of the discussion relating to the virgin 
birth. It was pointed out, much to the 
student’s surprise, that there are many 
instances in nature of parthenogenesis, 
or virgin birth. Many of the insignifi- 
cant forms of life show this phenomenon, 
such as plant lice, gall insects, and drone 
bees. If this is possible in nature, why 
cavil at it in the case of Jesus, the Son 
of God? 


Apparent Defeat 


We talked of the fact of universal 
sin. This inquiring young man admitted 
his personal sin, and it was pointed out 
to him that “the soul that sinneth,. it 
shall die” (Ezek. 18:4). “He hath made 
him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). We dwelt 
on John 3:16, that remarkable and God- 
inspired declaration of the Gospel. 

It was now about six o’clock, and the 
climax was near. What was it to be — 
life or death? 

“Our available time has gone, James. 
You have accepted these basic pronounce- 
ments of the Bible. You have acknowl- 
edged that you must be a lost sinner. 
I have shown you your Saviour. Will 
you take him now?” 

I felt sure he would say “Yes.” But to 
my surprise he said, somewhat reluc- 
tantly I thought, “No, Dr. Brown, I can- 
not do it.” ‘ 

For a moment I was filled with fear. 
Was this young man, so near salvation, 
going to throw away his chance? I did 
not know what to say to him, and there 
was silence for a moment. 

“James, I am going to say something 
to you which I have never said before. 
It is this. I believe that if you refuse 
to accept the Lord Jesus right now, you 
have lost your opportunity and are go- 
ing to hell. You are face to face’ with 
God. I have nothing more to say. What 
you say now is not to me but to Him. 
What will it be—yes or no? 

There was a stillness which could be 
felt as I prayed, silently, for the Holy 
Spirit to exert his marvelous power. 
James sat with his head down, thinking 
deeply. 

Suddenly he exclaimed with great de- 
cision and even vehemence: 


(Continued on page 575) 








572 * 


_ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


August 13, 1938 








A Survey of Religious Life and Thouglis 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











By Ernest Gordon 














66 A COCKNEY SAINT” is the title of 
a paragraph which announces 
the death of Billy Hearndon of 

East Ham, London. In his early life he 
was known as a lightweight boxer who 
had fought with champions. Presented 
with a kangaroo he taught the animal 
to box, and with this strange opponent 
was seen on the music-hall stage through- 
out the country and on the Continent. 
He was an inveterate gambler, an as- 
sociate of bookmakers and the racing 
fraternity, and well known to the police 
as a pickpocket and a thief. As he him- 
self said, “He served the Devil with all 
his might.” 

His conversion, sudden, dramatic, and 
complete, wrought a _ revolutionary 
change. Billy became a new man in 
Christ and immediately began to speak 
of the mighty power that had trans- 
formed him. At the docks where he 
worked, in the public houses, at the 
street corner where everybody knew 
him, and later in chapels and mission 
halls of every denomination, he preached 
Jesus, able to save to the uttermost. 

For thirty years he went steadily for- 
ward, strong in his faith, mighty in his 
prayer life, with an exuberance of joy 
that nothing could cloud. He led hun- 
dreds to Christ. 


'' Was Father Damien’s Leprosy Neces- 
sary?—A letter just received from Dr. 
Paul de Schweinitz, Bishop of the Mo- 
ravian Church, reads: 

. “The Moravian Church has worked 
among lepers for considerably more than 
a century. Our nurses have lived in 
closest contact with the lepers; have 
washed their wounds and sores, and in 
days when unreasonable economy was 
practiced, washed the bandages and used 
them again. And yet in all these more 
than @ hundred years not one of our 
nurses has ever contracted the disease. 
On various occasions I have emphasized 
this over against the senseless fear of 
lepers. If reasonable care is exercised 
there is no need of contracting the dis- 
ease.” 


Letters of the late Dr. G. A. Johnston 
Ross, a former professor in Union The- 
ological Seminary in New York, are be- 
ing published in The Methodist Recorder 
of London. He speaks very severely 
of his former colleagues’ opinions. After 
a reference to “that moronic simplifica- 
tion, ‘the Fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man,’” he continues: 

“I have lived through a twenty-five- 
year period in America of stress on ‘the 
teachings of Jesus’ and seen the arid 
products of a merely verbal religion. 
Now that I live on the mission field 
(Hawaii), in a city largely Buddhist, I 
see with great clearness what loss to 
the vigor of Christian evangelism has 
been caused by this emphasis on ‘Jesus’ 
teaching.’ . . . What I need is the Lord 


Jesus Christ of St. Paul, the interpreted 
Jesus, the Cosmic Reconciler and Medi- 
ator. 

“The ignorance of St. Paul among the 
American churches is colossal. The 
superficial American intellect has 
jumped at the quick simplification of 
‘the Jesus teaching’ Gospel and the as- 
sumption is made that Paul only con- 
fused things; and of course the advan- 
tages of the position are great. You 
get rid of the supernatural; you flatter 
human nature; and you secure what 
looks like a good basis for an entente 
with Israel. Meanwhile Paul’s Christ 
waits to supply needs of which this 
hilarious and unchastened generation 
denies the very existence; the need, for 
example, of the forgiveness of sin and 
conquest over death.” 


Professor Edwin Lewis of Drew Semi- 
nary, in a Christmas meditation, took 
a similar line: 

“It is not simply that Christ tells us 
certain things about God, as though he 





3,000 Souls Won 


James Stewart, evangelist, was 
recently invited to hold meetings in 
Budapest, Hungary. Professor Kiss 
of the University of Budapest writes: 
“When we heard that a young evan- 
gelist was coming to our city we 
had very little faith that anything 

~could be accomplished. Yet nobody 
has ever seen in this generation, nor 
we believe since the Reformation, 
such workings of the Holy Spirit 
as at this time. Our Prime Minis- 
ter gave instructions to the Chief of 
Police that he must in no way hin- 
der the meetings. In a month Mr. 
Stewart held 130 meetings, visiting 
schools and colleges also. The 
gatherings grew till the largest hall, 
holding 4,000 people, was filled 
each evening. Three hundred men 
confessed Christ in a single gather- 
ing and 3,000 souls found Christ 
during the period of the meetings.” 














were a mere spokesman,—a ‘Teacher.’ 
Rather it is that Christ is himself the 
Word. He is God telling us about him- 
self as though he were saying, ‘Behold 
me! This is I.’ Christ is the Creator in 
creation, the Eternal in time. 

“The eternal and the temporal, which 
are logical opposites, lost their opposite- 
ness and converged at a point in our 
human history—Jesus Christ — which 
was both of them at the same time. He 
who upholdeth all things by the word 
of his power had not where to lay his 


head. God who is the same yesterday, 
and today, and forever, nevertheless 
submitted himself to the law of change, 
the law of human birth and growth and 
death. He did this because, being Tri- 
une, he was so constituted as to be able 
to do this before he did it. 

“Christian faith does not accept the 
One Miracle because it accepts the mir- 
acles; rather it accepts the miracles be- 
cause already it has accepted the One 
Miracle. Criticism, if it is to be Chris- 
tian, must be under the constraint of be- 
lief in the supernatural and not under the 
constraint of its out-and-out denial, for 
in the latter case the question is begged 
before the critic even opens the record.” 

After speaking of those who seek for 
the support of scientific analogies, as, for 
example, parthenogenesis, or “virgin 
birth” in low forms of life, Professor 
Lewis says: 

“The whole point of the Christmas 
event is that it constitutes an absolute 
biological exception. It is not repeat- 
able. It is but one of a series of other 
unrepeatable events culminating, as they 
do, in the Resurrection. The issue does 
not concern the extent to which faith 
can claim and receive the support of 
science. Instead, the issue concerns the 
truth of that belief as to God to which 
the Christian commits himself, because 
for him God is in Christ and because in 
‘seeing’ the Son he at the same time 
‘sees’ the Father also.” 

And we must not forget the testimony 
of Lord Tweedsmuir in a Montreal Pres- 
byterian meeting: 

“No Presbyterian will forget the ne- 
cessity of dogma. There are certain 
fundamentals in our Christian faith 
which are beyond time and change. We 
base ourselves upon a great historical 
fact. The foundation of our faith is not 
only ‘God is love.’ It is still more the 
tremendous historical fact that ‘God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.’” 


“Behold the fig tree, and all the trees” 
wrote Luke (21:29). Some have thought 
that “all the trees” meant the nations 
of the time,— Babylon, Edom, Egypt, 
Syria, Persia, and the rest which went 
into eclipse and which were to revive 
in the latter days when Israel, the 
fig, put forth her leaves again. Cer- 
tainly such a revival seems to be ap- 
proaching. The great petroleum indus- 
tries of Persia and Irak are altering the 
whole social physiognomy of the Near 
East. Bedouin chiefs no longer piilage 
Mosul and Bagdad but direct workmen 
and supervise hundreds of watchmen. 
The desert is being policed. Major 
Glubb, an able English officer, with his 
patrol of six armored cars, equipped 
with wireless, and with bodies of armed 
men on fast camels, strikes swiftly and 




















Lesson for August 28 


surely. The Transjordania area, through 
which the Mosul-Haifa oil pipe line 
passes, and over which the Bagdad- 
Haifa railway is now being constructed, 
is kept in peace and security. 

These changes will have an increasing 
influence on Israel. A Jewish Palestine 
may be a chief gate for the economic 
penetration of the Near East and further 
on. Palestinian Jews will know the lan- 
guages and ways of the East. There are 
existing connections for them in the 
commercial settlements of Jews in Bag- 
dad, Persia, India, the Straits, Hong Kong, 
and Shanghai. In military alliance with 
Britain, Jewish Palestine will have its 
western connections with Britain and 
will co-operate in guarding the Suez 
route. Dr. Senator, writing in the Pal- 
estine Review, puts his finger on this 
point: 

“Let us not forget that, for good or ill, 
we are part and parcel of the awaken- 
ing Near East. This is to become, in 
the next two or three generations, a new 
world with its increase of population, 
its intensification of capitalistic develop- 
ments, its increase of purchasing power 
and economic force. Here great develop- 
ments for Jewish immigration and ex- 
pansion are available if we can achieve 
peace and understanding with that rising 
world.” 

With this in view he urges mutual 
assistance and furtherance of the Semitic 
national movements (that of Zionism 
and Arab nationality). This means an 
active and determined support of Arab 
aspirations together with the mobili- 
zation of financial forces for opening 
those vast countries. 

“Greater Zionism means larger immi- 
gration. Larger immigration cannot be 
secured by the creation of a small Jew- 
ish state. There are other ways of open- 
ing up a large territory by understand- 
ing. Nobody can tell whether such 
efforts will succeed. But was it not 
always a characteristic feature of Zion- 
ism that it tried things which seemed 
impossible?” 


A novel by A. A. Kabak, which at- 
tempts to describe and interpret the life 
of Jesus, has been published in Tel 
Aviv, Palestine. The reviewer in the 
Palestine Review tells us that he divests 
it of the miraculous and millennial at- 
mosphere of the Gospels and treats his 
hero as a man of rare spiritual powers. 
“Jesus discovered something of the herb 
lore of the countryside.” Is this meant 
to explain our Lord’s miracles of heal- 
ing? 

“The only persons of whom Jesus dis- 
approved were the Roman conquerors 
against whom in his youthful inexperi- 
ence he discoursed rebelliously, wander- 
ing about instead of quietly staying at 
home in his father’s workshop.” 

A construction of thin air. There is 
no record of any utterance from Christ’s 
lips hostile to the Romans. His relations 
with the Roman centurions were 
friendly. He advised the people to ren- 
der unto Cesar the things of Cesar. 

Of the Mount of Transfiguration, Ka- 
bak thinks that there was a mist and 
that his disciples saw Jesus attended by 
two shadows, “a not uncommon optical 
illusion under such circumstances.” 

The reviewer says that Mr. Kabak in- 
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corporates the sayings of Jesus into his 
story in the most natural way so that 
the reader feels that they were spoken 
thus rather than “after the pontifical 
fashion of the Gospels.” 

One curious sentence in this review 
should be noticed; it makes one think 
of the unintended prophecy of Caiaphas 
which John records. “Nor is anything 
like sufficient value given to the end-of- 
the-world atmosphere [that is, in Christ’s 
time], so resembling the state of desper- 
ate expectation in which our own gen- 
eration awaits and dreads fhe outbreak 
of a World War.” 

End of the Jewish age, A. D. 70. End 
of the Gentile Age, A. D. 19??. 


“Orchardism” in English Methodism.— 
A pamphlet has come to me regarding 
the Methodist Sacramental Fellowship. 
This is apparently related to the earlier 





Another Blow 
to Evolution 








Dr. Austin H. Clark of the Smith- 
sonian Institution in a copyrighted 
interview of the King Features 
Syndicate, declares that “the expe- 
ditions that have been digging all 
over the world for the missing link 
might as well stop. There is none.” 
He thinks all animal forms, in a 
basic state at least, made their ap- 
pearance at one and the same time, 
and asks pertinently how, for ex- 
ample, parasites that live wholly in 
the bodies of other creatures could 
have existed without their hosts. 
They could not have struggled for 
existence in the open. 

“All life is dependent upon a food 
supply. From the very beginning 
large fish preyed upon little ones, 
huge animals upon the small, and 
even tiny parasitic worms upon the 
tissues of animals. Virtually every 
species has been able to survive, 
simply because each type depends 
for existence on the consumption of 
another for food. There must there- 
fore have been a great diversity of 
animal forms even from the first.” 

This indeed seems self-evident 
and one wonders why, after nearly a 
century of discussion on the subject, 
it never dawned upon scientists 
before. 











“Society of Free Catholics” of Dr. Or- 
chard. At a meeting in Wesley Chapel, 
London, a speaker of the Fellowship 
remarked, “I go to mass when on holi- 
days with Benedictines and Carmelites 
and come away a better Methodist.” The 
Rev. Mr. Witham is quoted as saying: 
“I have heaps of friends in religious 
houses [that is, monasteries]. Whenever 
you see a Roman Catholic church, go in 
and say a prayer.” Mr. Vaughn Jones 
preached in a very pronounced Roman 
type of cassock, crossing himself and 
saying, “In the name of the Father...” 


* 573 


In the discussions that followed, fasting- 
communion was advocated, and the use 
of Roman Catholic books of devotion 
such as St. John of the Cross. There 
was a continual reverting to Rome as 
model and ideal. “I keep a book of 
Catholic devotion beside my bedside,” 
said one of the speakers. 

Dr. Orchard and Don Clements were 
proposed as speakers for a later gather- 
ing. 

At the conference at Selly Oak the 
reporter saw no Bible nor did he hear 
it quoted or referred to, but of cigarettes 
enough and plenty. Nothing was said 
of the new birth, of the Holy Spirit, 
the authority of the Word. “Religion” 
was the chief concern, and “the Church.” 
The opening address referred to “that 
saintly Christian, Ignatius Loyola,” the 
Loyola who fathered the Jesuit order. 

These antics have awakened a storm 
of criticism, to which the Fellowship 
replies in a lame paper defending the use 
of such weighty adjuncts as candles and 
crossing of oneself. One of the leaders 
of this tellowship, the Rev. T. S. Greg- 
ory, joined the Church of Rome in 1935. 


Professor Dr. Philip Kohnstamm of 
the University of Amsterdam, a recent 
convert to Christ, writes: “I believe in 
Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour 
and through him I believe in God. I 
go to God in prayer only because I have 
met Jesus Christ. And I believe in the 
Holy Spirit: therefore I believe in the 
Church which includes all who believe 
in Christ.” Professor Kohnstamm also 
insists that missions to the Jews cannot 
consistently be carried on without at the 
same time combating anti-Semitism 
among Christians and giving more tang- 
ible evidence than has yet been given of 
our sympathy with Jews and Hebrew 
Christians in their present distress. 


Bringing Comfort to Stricken China.— 
Relief work for the hunger-stricken has 
found generous support among the 
Christians of China, India, the Philip- 
pines, and elsewhere... More than 175 
camps have been established in Shanghai 
to house 150,000 people. Many mission- 
aries, marooned in Shanghai, are giving 
their whole time to this relief. Chris- 
tians all over China are contributing, 
and Christian women have been making 
garments for wounded civilians and sol- 
diers. One group made 1,600 wadded 
vests, in each of which they sewed a 
printed Scripture verse and message of 
comfort. The Salvation Army has been 
most successful in conducting clean 
camps and in feeding refugees whole- 
some food at very low cost. In some 
areas Christian forces have joined with 
those of the Government in medical 
service. Christian field hospital forces 
are being planned. Yale’s Emergency 
Hospital in Hunan has prepared to re- 
ceive 2,000 wounded soldiers. 

The great tide of refugees from the 
coast is bringing into the interior prov- 
inces new types of people. Thousands 
of students and teachers, business and 
professional people, and Government 
officials are bringing broader outlooks 
and creative power. Some of these new- 
comers into Szechwan are Christians 
and, as Szechwan Province has a popu- 
lation of seventy millions and is unlikely 


to be attacked by the Japanese, one can 
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understand what a field there is here for 
future evangelism, Of the effect of this 
terrific upheaval on evangelism Mr. 
Warren writes in China’s Millions: 

“The great Chinese quarters of Shang- 
hai have been hives of population very 
difficult to reach even by Chinese evan- 
gelists, an almost impenetrable mass, 
speaking various dialects. This popu- 
lation has been rooted out. They are 
now homeless refugees settled in camps. 
Having little to do, they are ready to 
listen to anything that promises diver- 
sion. They might otherwise never have 
come within sound of the Gospel, and 
herein is a thing to rejoice in, even in 
this time of unexampled distress.” 

An astonishing thing is the reported 
change of attitude which the Commu- 
nist leaders of China are taking toward 
Christian things. Mr. Rattenbury re- 
ports in the Methodist Recorder: ‘More 
than one of these leaders is actively 
inquiring about Christianity from the 
very Christian missionaries whose 
churches in the last ten years they have 
been seeking to destroy. There is un- 
impeachable evidence of change of heart 
on the part of China’s Red leaders.” 
One said lately in public speech: “I 
have studied Marx and Lenin, but I 
know now that only the spirit of Christ 
can help us bring world peace and teach 
us the way of life through sacrifice.” 

The Chinese Government has removed 
all former restrictions on _ religious 
teaching in mission schools. 


‘In Austria, too, there is a bright side 
to recent events.—German Evangelical 
Christians there look on the Hitler régime 
as the bringer to them of a great eman- 
cipation. In all the German Protestant 
churches of Austria a statement of the 
High Council of the Evangelical Church 
has been read. “The leader of the Ger- 
man people has freed us from oppres- 
sion and persecution which reminds us 
Protestants of the worst periods of the 
Counter-Reformation. We thank him for 
it.” Superintendent Eder, in speaking 
over the radio, referred to the jubilation 
which went through the land and the 
deep thanksgiving to God for the great 
change. “The Lord has done great things 
for us, whereof we are glad,” and he 
went on to speak of coming further de- 
velopments on Biblical and Reformation 
lines in Austria. Dr. Robert Kauer, 
President of the High Council, referred 
to the period of Romish oppression, now 
ended in Austria, as “the unimaginably 
hard time of conflict through which our 
persecuted fellow Christians have gone. 
This time is now past.” 


Even from Ethiopia comes favorable 
news. M. Ronchi, an Italian Baptist pas- 
tor, has received authorization from the 
Minister of Italian Africa to represent 
the British and Foreign Bible Society in 
that land. The Bible Society reports 
that never before have so many Bibles 
been sold in Abyssinia as in the last few 
months. Further, native evangelists 
have constituted themselves into an in- 


dependent society and are preaching in 
Abyssinian churches with Government 
consent. The meetings are so well at- 
tended that they must often be held 
twice on the same Sunday. 

The present Pope has set his seal of ap- 
proval on the wicked operations in Spain, 
as he favored the equally wicked raid on 
Abyssinia. A Spaniard, San Salvatore 
d’Aorta, having been recently canonized 
by the Roman Catholic Church, Gen- 
eral Franco sent to the Pope his thanks 
and that of Catholic Spain for this 
honor, saying that the Spanish people 
were now fighting for the Catholic re- 
ligion ana held fast to Catholic teaching. 
Pope Pius XI replied expressing his sat- 
isfaction with Franco’s message as “an 
expression of Catholic Spain’s living 
faith,” and sent to him “from the depths 
of our heart our apostolic blessing.” 


Dr. Alexis Carrel addressed the stu- 
dent body of Dartmouth College at the 
150th anniversary of the Phi Beta Kappa. 
This address struck hard at one phase of 
Modernism, its evolutionary optimism. 


(“I believe in the coming of the Kingdom - 


of God, not in the Second Coming of 
Christ,” said Dr. Fosdick.) Dr. Carrel 
said: 

“The civilized races seem to be losing 
the courage to live. In almost every 
country the reproduction of the more 
gifted individuals is decreasing. Nerv- 
ous fragility, intellectual weakness, 
moral corruption, and insanity are more 
dangerous for our future than yellow 
fever, typhus, and cancer. . . . The spe- 
cialists of physiology, medicine, peda- 
gogy, politics, economics, and of other 
human activities, have proved their in- 
capacity to solve the problem that con- 
cerns us as a whole.” 


The Quality of Mission Hospitals.—Dr. 
Cutting of the Chikka Ballapura Hos- 
pital, South India, says this,—and it 
may be recalled when the unfair and 
now generally forgotten Rockefeller re- 
port on mission hospitals is spoken of: 

“Why is it that in a country like 
India which, compared with some coun- 
tries, is relatively well provided by 
Government with medical services, peo- 
ple should trouble to take such long 
journeys to come to a mission hos- 
pital? Surely it is because they rec- 
ognize that there is something distinctive 
about a Christian hospital which is not 
easily found elsewhere. There is no 
doubt that people of all communities do 
expect higher standards from Christian 
institutions; not necessarily higher stand- 
ards of technical skill but a larger sym- 
pathy and more careful attention. That 
this is so, is of itself a Christian wit- 
ness of no small value. 

“No one is in such constant and inti- 
mate touch with the sick as the nurses. 
The demand placed on their physical 
and spiritual resources is enormous. It 
is from the way the nurses do their 
work, from their skill and gentleness and 
consideration, that the patients learn 
something of the love of Jesus.” 


August 13, 1938 


John Devine is a converted Irish Ro- 
manist now evangelizing in the United 
States for the Christian Mission to 
Churchless Communities. Here is an 
item of recent work: ; 

“The jail’s four worst prisoners be- 
came the best behaved because they 
found the Lord through the preaching 
of John Devine in the Catskills. Three 
months before that time, when they were 
first committed to jail, they ripped up 
the bedding in their cell and smashed 
the bed and sanitary equipment, making 
it necessary to place them in semi-soli- 
tary confinement. There the message of 
the Cross reached them. They accepted 
Christ, became new creatures, and now 
the warden says they are the best be- 
haved men in the jail.” 


Brief Notes.—Count Timofiej Mura- 
tow was an active Jew-baiter in the 
days of Czarist Russia. He was recently 
found dead on the steps of a Warsaw 
synagogue. For years he begged near 
this synagogue. ... The Rev. Real d’An- 
jou of Fontenelle on the Gaspé Coast, 
Province of Quebec, recently abjured 
the Church of Rome in Dr. Rahard’s 
church, Montreal. Of the 175 families 
in his church, about seventy plan to sup- 
port a reformed church. . . . When the 
news of the sending of Martin Niemoeller 
to a concentration camp was received in 
Geneva, a moment of silent prayer was 
designated in the Cathedral of St. Pierre 
at the morning service for the brave and 
unfortunate defender of the Christian 
faith in Germany. . . . Mme. Chasles’ 
“Pour Lire la Bible,” which advocates 
Bible study by Catholics, has been trans- 
lated into Portuguese under the title of 
“Take and Read.” Ecclesiastical permis- 
sion has been given for its publication. 
... The initials C. IL V. LC. stand for 
the recently formed Council for the In- 
vestigation of Vatican Influence and Cen- 
sorship, an English organization to trace 
the clerical manipulation of press and 
politics in the British Empire. The 
president is J. W. Poynter, a lifelong 
student of the subject, and on its execu- 
tive committee is Dr. C. J. Cadoux of 
Mansfield College, Oxford, author of 
“Roman Catholicism and Freedom.” ... 
Senor Vieira, a Portuguese Protestant, 
is to undertake Christian work among 
the 3,000 lepers of Portugal. ... It is 
proposed to inscribe Paul’s address at 
Athens on a rock on Mars’ Hill in the 
Greek metropolis. . . . According to W. 
H. P. Anderson, Secretary of the Inter- 
national Mission to Lepers, there is now 
a living church of 10,000 lepers in the 
various leper sanatoria in Asia and Af- 
rica. . . . Dr. Paterson of the London 
Missionary Society and of the Lester 
Hospital, Shanghai, has a ward full of 
bombed babies who are recovering from 
their wounds and sitting up. He speaks 
of the vast numbers of cripples. “So 
far as I can judge our own patients and 
ex-patients alone will require something 
like 200 artificial legs. An effort is be- 
ing made to teach refugee carpenters the 
art of making simple peg legs.” ... 
M. Marc Rucart, French Minister of 
Health, has recently said: “War is a giant 
curse which we will seek to destroy. But 
alcohol is even worse. It knows no truce 
or armistice. In the face of alcohol -no 
one can be neutral or pacifist.” 
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Lesson for August 28 


Confronting an Atheist Student 
with the Bible 


(Continued from page 571) 


“T’ll take Jesus Christ right now. The 
Devil has had me long enough.” 

What a glorious thrill! Out went my 
hand and grasped his as we dropped 
to our knees to thank the Lord. I of- 
fered praise to God, asking for his bless- 
ing on this new-found soul; and then 
he poured out his heart to the Lord of 
Glory as he called on Him to save a 
lost and guilty sinner. We rose from 
our knees, and the light of Heaven was 
on the face of this new Christian. 

“Before you go, James, tell me how 
you got into the awful atheistic muddle 
which almost engulfed you.” 

“Why, evolution, of course! Atheism 
is the logical end of evolutionary be- 
lief.” 

That statement should be broadcast 
through the world, so that all might 
know that this baseless theory is the 
Devil’s most potent weapon in under- 
mining and destroying the Christian 
faith. 

That night, before a packed church 
and at least 1,500 hearers, this young 
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Christian, pale of face and with quiver- 
ing voice, confessed his Lord. 

“Friends, until about six o’clock to- 
night I was a professed atheist; now 
I’m a sinner saved by grace.” 

As he continued with his testimony the 
great congregation was strangely moved, 
and many found Christ because of this 
startling conversion. He became a real 
soul-winner, and the Devil lost out— 
in this particular instance. But when 
one knows that thousands are in the 
grip of this deadly unbelief, the heart 
is filled with despair. And yet, our re- 
sponsibility ends with a faithful testi- 
mony, and He who knows the end from 
the beginning will one day make us to 
understand why, apparently, sin is now 
so victorious all along the line. 

The most difficult field to reach with 
the Gospel is a university campus where 
unbelief runs riot. It is not possible 
for us to change the system. The Arch- 
Adversary of God has a stranglehold on 
education and will not relinquish it until 
God’s time arrives. Our work is to 
reach as many individuals as possible, 
presenting the old-fashioned but ever- 
new Gospel of the blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the only cure for a lost 
world. 














Soul-Winning in the Junior Department 


Where experience has taught the value and 
joy of individual work among the children 


By Mary F. Wilson 














OUL-WINNING has had first place 

in the work of the Callender Memo- 
rial Bible school, Wilkinsburg, Pa., ever 
since it was organized about nine years 
ago. 

Because I -work in the Junior Depart- 
ment, I will tell you briefly how we 
give soul-winning first place in that de- 
partment. 

The teachers in our department are all 
saved and yielded to the Lord. We have 
decided as a body to put first emphasis 
on the child’s salvation. 

First of all we believe that very young 
children can be led into a saving knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Second, we believe that in Luke 
18:16, where the Lord Jesus called them 
unto him and said, “Suffer little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not: 
for of such is the kingdom of God,” he 
meant what he said. Then we believe 
that the Junior age, from nine to twelve, 
is perhaps the easiest age at which to 
lead the child to Christ. We believe also 
that we cannot of ourselves lead any 
child to Christ, for that is the work of 
the Holy Spirit imparted to the child 
through a yielded life. 

We endeavor to bring the plan of sal- 
vation before the children every week, 
and also tell them the great importance 
of living a life pleasing to him who 
saved them. This is done sometimes in 
the assembly and sometimes by the 
teachers in their classes around their 
tables, sometimes in both places. To 
show you how thoroughly this work is 
done by some of our teachers, I will tell 


you of a very recent conversation with 
a Junior of ten years. 

I said, “Are you saved, Richard?” 

He answered brightly, “Yes, I know I 
am saved now.” 

“How do you know?” I asked. 

“Well,” he said, “my teacher told us 
that if we believed that Jesus Christ died 
on the cross to save us from sin we were 
saved —and I believe that and I know 
I am saved because the Bible says that 
is the only way to be saved.” 

The superintendent of the Junior De- 
partment uses the teaching period to 
deal with the children individually. The 
reason for taking them out of their 
classes is that they may be coached in 
their departmental memory work. A 
certificate is given to each child on Rally 
Day who recites perfectly the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Twenty-third Psalm, the Be- 
atitudes, the Ten Commandments, and 
the naming of the Books of the Bible in 
their groups, and the like, These are 
required for entrance into the Interme- 
diate Department. Then we give a 
larger certificate to those who recite the 
Apostles’ Creed, name the twelve dis- 
ciples, repeat the seven words of Christ 
on the cross, tell the Christmas story, 
repeat the thirteenth chapter of First 
Corinthians, the One Hundredth Psalm, 
and the one Hundred and Twenty-first 
Psalm, — twelve points in all. We mar- 
vel at the difference that the children’s 
salvation makes in the way they get 
their memory work. While the super- 
intendent is emphasizing the above 
memory work, and trying to get them 
started right, she prays for an oppor- 
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tunity to speak to them of the new birth 
and lead them to Christ if they have not 
been saved. We have seen wonderful 
results. The children who have been 
saved are encouraged to tell some one 
about it, and if possible have them give 
their testimony in the assembly, before 
they go to their classes. 

A fine Junior boy of nine accepted 
Christ as his own personal Saviour. At 
once he showed evidence of trying to 
lead a Christian life. His father is an 
agnostic, his mother was raised a Ro- 
man Catholic. This lad was in earnest 
and insisted that he should attend the 
church services. His family seemed 
afraid to let him come alone, so they 
came with him. The mother was saved, 
two brothers also accepted Christ as their 
Saviour and joined the church and Bible 
school. The father is still unsaved. Just 
recently this boy brought a fine lad of 
eleven years with him to Bible school 
and said to his teacher, “Bobby wants 
to know how to be saved, and know he 
is going to Heaven. I tried to tell him, 
but I could not make him understand.” 
Bobby was an irregular attendant in a 
modernistic Sunday school and he 
wanted to join our Bible school so that 
he could find the way to Heaven. The 
superintendent let him stay quietly in 
the class for a time, for the boy had 
been taught that it was impossible for 
any to know they were going to 
Heaven until they died. She then began 
dealing with him personally. She was 
much discouraged at first because she 
was afraid he was accepting the plan of 
salvation with his head only. There was 
no evidence of joy or spiritual light in 
his face. She gave him John 3:16 and 
told him to put his own name in the 
place of the whosoever and read it 
many times. She also gave him John 
5:24, and told him that was God’s check 
to him and asked him if he thought God 
had the ability to pay what he promised. 
He said he felt sure God would pay 
what he promised. The next Sunday she 
asked him if he knew he was saved, and 
before he replied she knew he was saved 
by the light in his face. He was asked, 
“How do you know you are saved, 
Bobby?” He answered, “Because I be- 
lieve John 3:16 and John 5:24.” 

At another time we had a child in our 
schocl who had never heard the name 
of the Lord Jesus except in a profane 
way. It was with great joy that we 
watched this child drink in the great 
truths of God’s plan of salvation and ac- 
cept it. Soon after, the parents took her 
away from us, fearing that she would be- 
come too religious. We know that her 
present environment is against her, but 
we also know that she is in the care 
of a loving heavenly Father. 

These are only a few of the many in- 
stances we could relate to prove that 
soul-winning is the most important thing 
in our Bible school. 

On the other hand, we do have a few 
children who seldom act as though they 
were saved, although they profess to 
believe. These cause us much sadness, 
but we know that we have presented 
the plan of salvation to them and we 
shall have to leave the results to Him 
who called us into His service. 


WILKINSBURG, PA. 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Samuel 3:11-14; 4:12-18 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


1 Sam. 3:11 And the Lorp said to Samuel, Behold, I will do 
a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth 
it shall tingle. 

12 In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I 
have spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also 
make an end. 

13 For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for 
the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made them- 
selves vile, and he restrained them not. 

14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the 
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor 
offering for ever. 


4:12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and 
came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, and with 
earth upon his head. 

13 And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the wayside 
watching: for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when 
the man came into the city, and told it, all the city cried out. 

14 And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said, What 
meaneth the noise of this tumult? And the man came in hastily, 
and told Eli. 

15 Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were 
dim, that he could not see. 

16 And the man said unto Eli, I am he that came out of the 
army, and I fled to day out of the army. And he said, What 
is there done, my son? 

17 And the messenger answered and said, Israel is fled before 
the Philistines, and there hath been also a great slaughter among 
the people, and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1 Sam. 3:11 And Jehovah said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a 
thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth 
it shall tingle. 12 In that day I will perform against Eli all that 
I have spoken concerning his house, from the beginning even 
unto the end. 13 For I have told him that I will judge his house 
for ever, for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons did 
bring a curse upon themselves, and he restrained them not. 
14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that. the 
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated with sacrifice nor 
offering for ever. 

4:12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the ‘army, and 
came to Shiloh the same day, with his clothes rent, and with 
earth upon his head. 13 And when he came, lo, Eli was sitting 
upon his seat by the wayside watching; for his heart trembled 
for the ark of God. And when the man came into the city, and 
told it, all the city cried out. 14 And when Eli heard the noise 
of the crying, he said, What meaneth the noise of this tumult? 
And the man hasted, and came and told Eli. 15 Now Eli was 
ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were set, so that he 
could not see. 16 And the man said unto Eli, I am he that came 
out of the ‘army, and I fled to-day out of the 1army. And he 
said, How went the matter, my son? 17 And he that brought 
the tidings answered and said, Israel is fled before the Philis- 
tines, and there hath been also a great slaughter among the 
people, and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, 
and the ark of God is taken. 18 And it came to pass, when he 
made mention of the ark of God, that Eli fell from off his seat 
backward by the side of the gate; and his neck brake, and he 
died: for he was an old man, and heavy. And he had judged 





dead, and the ark of God is taken. 


18 And it came to pass, when he made mention of the ark of 
God, that he fell from off the seat backward by the side of the 
gate, and his neck brake, and he died: for he was an old man, 
and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty years. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E HAVE already seen that in Eli, 

the high priest in Hannah’s day, 

we have a thoroughly good man, 
who, however, was prone to misjudge 
others and yet was weak when it came 
to disciplining properly his own family. 
The fact that in his last days he was “an 
oid man, and heavy,” suggests that he 
was over-indulgent in regard to his per- 
sonal habits, the pleasures of the table 
evidently having a strong appeal which 
he was not able to resist. In chapters 
two and four, inclusive, we get enough 
information concerning him to enable 
us to form a reasonably accurate picture 
of his character. Coupled with real con- 
cern for the things of God was lack of 
ability to master his appetites and to 
“command his children and his house- 
hold after him” (Gen. 18:19) in such a 
way as to glorify God in family life. 
Such men are often met with in Chris- 
tian service, who possess many amiable 
qualities but are sadly weak where they 
should be strong. 

We cannot well overlook chapter 3, 
verses 3 to 10, which lead up to the les- 
son. There we have the account of the 
Lord’s revelation of himself to the boy 
Samuel, who up to that time had not 
had the definite experience of knowing 


Israel forty years. 
1Heb., array. 
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the Lord for himself. This is what we 
today would call conversion. We need 
not wonder that at first Samuel did not 
understand whose voice it was that 
called him. It was Eli who sensed the 
actual conditions and instructed Samuel 
how to answer if he should hear that 
voice again. 


The Historical Setting 


Eli occupied the double position of 
high priest and judge in Israel for forty 
years, from about 1182 B. C. to 1141 B. C. 
He became foster father of Samuel, for 
whom he had a strong affection, which 
apparently was returned in full measure. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Sam. 3:11—“The Lord said to Sam- 
uel.” Immediately the unseen Speaker 
replied by giving to the lad his first 
prophetic message. He was henceforth 
to be the mouthpiece of God to Israel. 
And first he had to hear and then impart 
a very solemn and serious word to Eli. 


Verse 12—“I will perform against Eli 
all things which I have spoken concern- 
ing ‘his house.” We gather that God had 
expostulated with Eli before because of 
his carelessness in regard to his family. 
Now he would have to reap the results 
of his evil sowing. 


Verse 13.—‘He restrained them not.” 
Eli was aware of the vicious habits into 
which his sons had fallen. For these 
he mildly and petulantly remonstrated, 
but he did not firmly take his place as 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
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head of the house and deal sternly with 
their offences. 

Verse 14—“The iniquity ... shall not 
be purged.” Sacrifice and offering could 
not avail now. The hour of judgment 
was about to strike. God’s honor must 
be vindicated. 

Chapter 4:12—“There ran a man... 
to Shiloh.” The intervening verses should 
be carefully pondered. When war broke 
out between Israel and the Philistines 
again, the men of Israel vainly hoped 
the presence of the ark would give them 
the victory, but God would not defend 
even so sacred an object when his people 
were living in open sin. So he allowed 
the ark to be captured and Israel to be 
defeated. To carry this dreadful news, 
a messenger hastened to Shiloh. 

Verse 13.—“His heart trembled for the 
ark of God.” Eli, almost blind and very 
infirm, sat by the wayside eagerly watch- 
ing and waiting for news, anxious lest 
some ill would befall the cherished sym- 
bol of God’s presence among his people. 

Verse 14.—“The noise of this tumult.” 
The coming of the messenger produced 
great excitement and confusion. The 
priest called for an explanation. 

Verses 15 and 16.—“What is there done, 
my son?” The man appeared before the 
ninety-eight-year-old high priest, who 
inquired anxiously as to what had oc- 
curred. 

Verse 17.—“The ark of God is taken.” 
Heavy tidings reached his ears. There 
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had been a great Philistine victory. His 
two ungodly sons had fallen in their sins. 
And God’s ark was in the enemies’ 
hands. 


Verse 18.—“His neck brake.” The shock 
was too much for the venerable old man. 
He swayed on his seat and fell back- 
ward as he realized the full import of 
the message. His neck was broken by 
the fall. Thus ingloriously his service 
of forty years was abruptly ended. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is ever important to remember that 
the grace of God does not set aside the 
divine government. There are respon- 
sibilities that flow from grace which 
eannot be ignored with impunity. An- 
tinomianism (lawlessness) and legality 
are both opposed to grace. But a recog- 
nition of the divine authority and care- 
ful subjection to the government of God 
should flow from the knowledge of his 


-unmerited favor. Fatherly discipline is 


expected of all who head up Christian 
households. Weakness here is a sign of 
low thoughts of the holiness and right- 
eousness which is becoming in all who 
draw nigh to God. 


Lesson Outlines 

RESPONSIBILITY OF BELIEVING PARENTS 

Dedicate the children to God (Prov. 
22:6, R. V.) 

Command them in the ways of the 
Lord (Gen. 18:19) 


Correct them in love (Prov. 29:17) 


Discipline them as needed (Prov. 19: 
18) 


Pray for and with them (1 Sam. 12:23) 


Bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4) 


Set an example of piety (2 Tim. 1:5) 


RESPONSIBILITY FOR OTHERS 


Impossible to live only unto ourselves 
(Rom. 14:7) 


We may cause others to stumble by our 
careless ways (Rom. 14:13) 

We encourage others by our faithful- 
ness (Titus 2:7) 

We are called to rebuke iniquity in 
ethers (Lev. 19:17) 

We must give account to God for the 
souls of others (Ezek. 33:8) 


We are to bear the burdens of others 
(Gal. 6:2) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


He who is careless as to his own tre- 
sponsibilities is very apt to judge other 
people with undue severity. This was a 
mistake that Eli made, but which he 
lived to repent. He was inclined to be 
over-indulgent with his own children 
and over-exacting in regard to others. 


The Soul’s Awakening. It is a great 
thing in the experience of a young per- 
son when the voice of God is first rec- 
ognized and the heart responds in obedi- 
ence to his Word. This is what we 


-generally speak of as conversion. It is 


the realization of one’s accountability to 
God and acceptance of his testimony. 


An Unpleasant Duty. It must have 
been exceedingly hard for young Sam- 
uel to carry so grievous a message to his 
aged foster father as that which God had 
committed to him. Nevertheless, grace 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


9. August 28.—Eli: Responsibility for 


ee oe 1 Samuel 2:12 to 4:18 
10. September 4.—Samuel: Spiritual Re- 
Lo ee eee kes © re 1 Samuel 7:1-17 


11. September 11.—Saul: Moral Failure. 
1 Samuel 10:17-25; 15:10-23; 28:3-25; 
31:1-10 
12. September 18.—Jonathan: Courage- 
ous Friendship. 1 Samuel 14:1-46; 
18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42; 23:15-18; 
2 Samuel 1:17-27 
13. September 25—David: Triumphant 
eee Ce eh Psalms 23 and 27 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 2.—The One True God. 
Exodus 20:2, 3; Isaiah 45:22; Mark 
12:28-34; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 
2. October 9.—Spiritual Worship. 
Exodus 20:4-6; 32:1-8; John 4:19-24 
3. October 16.—Reverence for God. 
Exodus 20:7; Matthew 5:33-37; 12:33-37 
4. October 23.—Our Day of Rest. Exodus 
20:8-11; Isaiah 58:13, 14; Luke 13:10- 
17; Galatians 4:8-11; Colossians 2: 
16; Revelation 1:10 








was given him to do so, and that without 
any reservations. It is affecting to note 
Eli’s subdued response, “It is the Lord; 
let him do what seemeth him good” (3: 
18). 


Practical and Personal Applications 
Have we ever heard and heeded the 
voice of God? 
Are we prepared to carry the message 
of God to others? 


Are we, if already numbered among 
God’s children, endeavoring to walk in 
subjection to his Word? 

Do we, through a mistaken sense of 
what constitutes true kindness, gloss 
over manifest sin in others, instead of 
faithfully rebuking it? 

If the children of godly parents, are 
we bringing reproach upon our home- 
training and dishonor upon the name of 
the Lord by careless and worldly be- 
havior? 

Are we, foolishly, trying to forget that 
sowing to the flesh means to reap cor- 
ruption? 

Do we trust in the externals of religion 
rather than in a genuine knowledge of 
Christ, and devotion to his service? 

Since God is holy, is it not the height 
of folly to profess to belong to him and 
yet to live in sin and uncleanness? 

Do we judge others harshly, while con- 
doning iniquity in ourselves, or our im- 
mediate associates? 

Are we, daily, remembering that our 
words and ways affect those about us 
either for good or ill? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Samuel grew before the Lord, but 
there came a definite crisis in his life 
when he was first brought really to 
know him as his own God. 


Eli weakly remonstrated with his sons 
for their wickedness, but did not exer- 
cise parental authority to restrain them. 

Many a young person has been called 
by God without recognizing his voice 
until guided by some one longer on the 
way. 
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Eli could direct Samuel though he had 
come far short personally of what a man 
of God should be. 


Judgment is God’s strange work, and 
often seems to be long delayed, but he 
strikes at last with terrible severity. 


No ritual service can make up for lack 
of positive righteousness in the life. 


The greater the privileges one enjoys, 
the heavier are the responsibilities rest- 
ing upon him. 

We are saved by grace apart from 
works, but the same grace teaches us 
to walk carefully before God. 


It was a fatal blunder to suppose that 
the presence of the ark with Israel’s 
armies would insure victory when the 
God of the ark was ignored in the lives 
of the people and their leaders. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HY was God displeased with the sons 
of Eli? 

2. In what way was the father’s weak- 
ness manifested? 

3. How did God honor Elkanah and Han- 
nah for their faithfulness in regard to Sam- 
uel? 

4. What warning did God send to Eli? 

5. How did the Lord reveal himself to 
Samuel, and what was the boy’s response? 

6. What message did he receive for Eli? 

7. In what did Israel trust for deliver- 
ance when the Philistines came out to bat- 
tle against them? 

8. What was the sad result? 

9. What lesson does this teach us? 

10. How did the bad news affect Eli? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 581 of this issue. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, it 
is good to be able to turn to thee as our 
heavenly Father. We find in thee the way of 
life, and thou dost never fail in encouraging 
or rebuking or guiding us by thy loving hand 
of daily blessing. Help us to feel our own 
responsibility for others where thou hast given 
us places of influence over them. Help us to 
watch carefully for the least sign of any turn- 
ing away from thee, and may we be wise in 
our warnings and not negligent toward those 
for whom we should have a fostering and a 
guiding care. May we not be indifferent to 
the sins of the day, with their insidious in- 
fluences among young and old. May we have 
such a close walk with thyself that we may 
be able to help others; and grant that we 
may be faithful in saying the right word at 
the right time to those who may be tempted. 
We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you think you 
have any responsibility for others? Why, 
that seems an unnecessary question, 
doesn’t it? We all feel that we have 
some responsibility for some one, and if 
you are a parent in the home, you cer- 
tainly feel it there. As teachers we feel 
that responsibility, too. The question is, 
what we are really going to do to offset 
the trend of ordinary neighborhood life 
today. Let us ask ourselves very quietly 
before God, what there is in our own 
neighborhood life that would not be 
pleasing to him. In what way can we set 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Samuel 3:11-14; 4:12-18 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


1 Sam. 3:11 And the Lorp said to Samuel, Behold, I will do 
a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth 
it shall tingle. 

12 In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I 
have spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also 
make an end. 

13 For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for 
the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made them- 
selves vile, and he restrained them not. 

14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the 
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor 
offering for ever. 


4:12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and 
came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, and with 
earth upon his head. 

13 And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the wayside 
watching: for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when 
the man came into the city, and told it, all the city cried out. 

14 And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said, What 
meaneth the noise of this tumult? And the man came in kastily, 
and told Eli. 

15 Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were 
dim, that he could not see. 

16 And the man said unto Eli, I am he that came out of the 
army, and I fled to day out of the army. And he said, What 
is there done, my son? 

17 And the messenger answered and said, Israel is fled before 
the Philistines, and there hath been also a great slaughter among 
the people, and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are 
dead, and the ark of God is taken. 

18 And it came to pass, when he made mention of the ark of 
God, that he fell from off the seat backward by the side of the 
gate, and his neck brake, and he died: for he was an old man, 
and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty years. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 Sam. 3:11 And Jehovah said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a 
thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth 
it shall tingle. 12 In that day I will perform against Eli all that 
I have spoken concerning his house, from the beginning even 
unto the end. 13 For I have told him that I will judge his house 
for ever, for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons did 
bring a curse upon themselves, and he restrained them not. 
14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that. the 
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated with sacrifice nor 
offering for ever. 

4:12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the tarmy, and 
came to Shiloh the same day, with his clothes rent, and with 
earth upon his head. 13 And when he came, lo, Eli was sitting 
upon his seat by the wayside watching; for his heart trembled 
for the ark of God. And when the man came into the city, and 
told it, ali the city cried out. 14 And when Eli heard the noise 
of the crying, he said, What meaneth the noise of this tumult? 
And the man hasted, and came and told Eli. 15 Now Eli was 
ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were set, so that he 
could not see. 16 And the man said unto Eli, I am he that came 
out of the ‘army, and I fled to-day out of the tarmy. And he 
said, How went the matter, my son? 17 And he that brought 
the tidings answered and said, Israel is fled before the Philis- 
tines, and there hath been also a great slaughter among the 
people, and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, 
and the ark of God is taken. 18 And it came to pass, when he 
made mention of the ark of God, that Eli fell from off his seat 
backward by the side of the gate; and his neck brake, and he 
died: for he was an old man, and heavy. And he had judged 
Israel forty years. 

1Heb., array. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E HAVE already seen that in Eli, 

the high priest in Hannah’s day, 

we have a thoroughly good man, 
who, however, was prone to misjudge 
others and yet was weak when it came 
to disciplining properly his own family. 
The fact that in his last days he was “an 
old man, and heavy,” suggests that he 
was over-indulgent in regard to his per- 
sonal habits, the pleasures of the table 
evidently having a strong appeal which 
he was not able to resist. In chapters 
two and four, inclusive, we get enough 
information concerning him to enable 
us to form a reasonably accurate picture 
of his character. Coupled with real con- 
cern for the things of God was lack of 
ability to master his appetites and to 
“command his children and his house- 
hold after him” (Gen. 18:19) in such a 
way as to glorify God in family life. 
Such men are often met with in Chris- 
tian service, who possess many amiable 
qualities but are sadly weak where they 
should be strong. 

We cannot well overlook chapter 3, 
verses 3 to 10, which lead up to the les- 
son. There we have the account of the 
Lord’s revelation of himself to the boy 
Samuel, who up to that time had not 
had the definite experience of knowing 
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the Lord for himself. This is what we 
today would call conversion. We need 
not wonder that at first Samuel did not 
understand whose voice it was that 
called him. It was Eli who sensed the 
actual conditions and instructed Samuel 
how to answer if he should hear that 
voice again. 


The Historical Setting 


Eli occupied the double position of 
high priest and judge in Israel for forty 
years, from about 1182 B. C. to 1141 B. C. 
He became foster father of Samuel, for 
whom he had a strong affection, which 
apparently was returned in full measure. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Sam. 3:11.—“The Lord said to Sam- 
uel.” Immediately the unseen Speaker 
replied by giving to the lad his first 
prophetic message. He was henceforth 
to be the mouthpiece of God te Israel. 
And first he had to hear and then impart 
a very solemn and serious word to Eli. 


Verse 12.—“I will perform against Eli 
all things which I have spoken concern- 
ing*his house.” We gather that God had 
expostulated with Eli before because of 
his carelessness in regard to his family. 
Now he would have to reap the results 
of his evil sowing. 


Verse 13—“He restrained them not.” 
Eli was aware of the vicious habits into 
which his sons had fallen. For these 
he mildly and petulantly remonstrated, 
but he did not firmly take his place as 


head of the house and deal sternly with 
their offences. 

Verse 14.—‘The iniquity ... shall not 
be purged.” Sacrifice and offering could 
not avail now. The hour of judgment 
was about to strike. God’s honor must 
be vindicated. 

Chapter 4:12—“There ran a man... 
to Shiloh.” The intervening verses should 
be carefully pondered. When war broke 
out between Israel and the Philistines 
again, the men of Israel vainly hoped 
the presence of the ark would give them 
the victory, but God would not defend 
even so sacred an object when his people 
were living in open sin. So he allowed 
the ark to be captured and Israel to be 
defeated. To carry this dreadful news, 
a messenger hastened to Shiloh. 

Verse 13.—“His heart trembled for the 
ark of God.” Eli, almost blind and very 
infirm, sat by the wayside eagerly watch- 
ing and waiting for news, anxious lest 
some ill would befall the cherished sym- 
bol of God’s presence among his people. 

Verse 14—“The noise of this tumult.” 
The coming of the messenger produced 
great excitement and confusion. The 
priest called for an explanation. 

Verses 15 and 16.—“What is there done, 
my son?” The man appeared before the 
ninety-eight-year-old high priest, who 
inquired anxiously as to what had oc- 
curred. 

Verse 17.—“The ark of God is taken.” 
Heavy tidings reached his ears. There 
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had been a great Philistine victory. His 
two ungodly sons had fallen in their sins. 
And God’s ark was in the enemies’ 
hands. 


Verse 18.—“His neck brake.” The shock 
was too much for the venerable old man. 
He swayed on his seat and fell back- 
ward as he realized the full import of 
the message. His neck was broken by 
the fall. Thus ingloriously his service 
of forty years was abruptly ended. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is ever important to remember that 
the grace of God does not set aside the 
divine government. There are respon- 
sibilities that flow from grace which 
eannot be ignored with impunity. An- 
tinomianism (lawlessness) and legality 
are both opposed to grace. But a recog- 
nition of the divine authority and care- 
ful subjection to the government of God 
should flow from the knowledge of his 
Fatherly discipline is 
expected of all who head up Christian 
households. Weakness here is a sign of 
low thoughts of the holiness and right- 
eousness which is becoming in all who 
draw nigh to God. 


Lesson Outlines 


RESPONSIBILITY OF BELIEVING PARENTS 

Dedicate the children to God (Prov. 
22:6, R. V.) 

Command them in the ways of the 
Lord (Gen. 18:19) 


Correct them in love (Prov. 29:17) 


Discipline them as needed (Prov. 19: 
18) 


Pray for and with them (1 Sam. 12:23) 


Bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4) 


Set an example of piety (2 Tim. 1:5) 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR OTHERS 

Impossible to live only unto ourselves 
(Rom. 14:7) 

We may cause others to stumble by our 
careless ways (Rom. 14:13) 

We encourage others by our faithful- 
ness (Titus 2:7) 

We are called to rebuke iniquity in 
ethers (Lev. 19:17) 

We must give account to God for the 
souls of others (Ezek. 33:8) 


We are to bear the burdens of others 
(Gal. 6:2) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


He who is careless as to his own re- 
sponsibilities is very apt to judge other 
people with undue severity. This was a 
mistake that Eli made, but which he 
lived to repent. He was inclined to be 
over-indulgent with his own children 
and over-exacting in regard to others. 


The Soul’s Awakening. It is a great 
thing in the experience of a young per- 
son when the voice of God is first rec- 
ognized and the heart responds in obedi- 
ence to his Word. This is what we 
generally speak of as conversion. It is 
the realization of one’s accountability to 
God and acceptance of his testimony. 


An Unpleasant Duty. It must have 
been exceedingly hard for young Sam- 
uel to carry so grievous a message to his 
aged foster father as that which God had 
committed to him. Nevertheless, grace 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


9 August 28.—Eli: Responsibility for 


ee 1 Samuel 2:12 to 4:18 
10. September 4.—Samuel: Spiritual Re- 
WRUME 6.66 8660.65 Cho ew hee es 1 Samuel 7:1-17 


11. September 11.—Saul: Moral Failure. 

1 Samuel 10:17-25; 15:10-23; 28:3-25; 
31:1-10 

12. September 18.—Jonathan: Courage- 

ous Friendship. 1 Samuel 14:1-46; 


18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42; 23:15-18; 
2 Samuel 1:17-27 

13. September 25—David: Triumphant 
ere ee Psalms 23 and 27 


Fourth Quarter 
1. October 2.—The One True God. 
Exodus 20:2, 3; Isaiah 45:22; Mark 
12:28-34; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 
2. October 9.—Spiritual Worship. 
Exodus 20:4-6; 32:1-8; John 4:19-24 
3. October 16.—Reverence for God. 
Exodus 20:7; Matthew 5:33-37; 12:33-37 
4. October 23.—Our Day of Rest. Exodus 
20:8-11; Isaiah 58:13, 14; Luke 13:10- 
17; Galatians 4:8-11; Colossians 2: 
16; Revelation 1:10 








was given him to do so, and that without 
any reservations. It is affecting to note 
Eli’s subdued response, “It is the Lord; 
let him do what seemeth him good” (3: 
18). 


Practical and Personal Applications 
Have we ever heard and heeded the 
voice of God? 
Are we prepared to carry the message 
of God to others? 


Are we, if already numbered among 
God’s children, endeavoring to walk in 
subjection to his Word? 

Do we, through a mistaken sense of 
what constitutes true kindness, gloss 
over manifest sin in others, instead of 
faithfully rebuking it? 

If the children of godly parents, are 
we bringing reproach upon our home- 
training and dishonor upon the name of 
the Lord by careless and worldly be- 
havior? 

Are we, foolishly, trying to forget that 
sowing to the flesh means to reap cor- 
ruption? 

Do we trust in the externals of religion 
rather than in a genuine knowledge of 
Christ, and devotion to his service? 

Since God is holy, is it not the height 
of folly to profess to belong to him and 
yet to live in sin and uncleanness? 

Do we judge others harshly, while con- 
doning iniquity in ourselves, or our im- 
mediate associates? 

Are we, daily, remembering that our 
words and ways affect those about us 
either for good or ill? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

Samuel grew before the Lord, but 
there came a definite crisis in his life 
when he was first brought really to 
know him as his own God. 

Eli weakly remonstrated with his sons 
for their wickedness, but did not exer- 
cise parental authority to restrain them. 

Many a young person has been called 
by God without recognizing his voice 


until guided by some one longer on the 
way. 
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Eli could direct Samuel though he had 
come far short personally of what a man 
of God should be. 


Judgment is God’s strange work, and 
often seems to be long delayed, but he 
strikes at last with terrible severity. 


No ritual service can make up for lack 
of positive righteousness in the life. 


The greater the privileges one enjoys, 
the heavier are the responsibilities rest- 
ing upon him. 

We are saved by grace apart from 


works, but the same grace teaches us 
to walk carefully before God. 


It was a fatal blunder to suppose that 
the presence of the ark with Israel’s 
armies would insure victory when the 
God of the ark was ignored in the lives 
of the people and their leaders. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HY was God displeased with the sons 
of Eli? 


2. In what way was the father’s weak- 
ness manifested? . 


3. How did God honor Elkanah and Han- 
nah for their faithfulness in regard to Sam- 
uel? 

4. What warning did God send to Eli? 

5. How did the Lord reveal himself to 
Samuel, and what was the boy’s response? 

6. What message did he receive for Eli? 

7. In what did Israel trust for deliver- 
ance when the Philistines came out to bat- 
tle against them? 

8. What was the sad result? 

9. What lesson does this teach us? 

10. How did the bad news affect Eli? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 581 of this issue. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, it 
is good to be able to turn to thee as our 
heavenly Father. We find in thee the way of 
life, and thou dost never fail in encouraging 
or rebuking or guiding us by thy loving hand 
of daily blessing. Help us to feel our own 
responsibility for others where thou hast given 
us places of influence over them. Help us to 
watch carefully for the least sign of any turn- 
ing away from thee, and may we be wise in 
our warnings and not negligent toward those 
for whom we should have a fostering and a 
guiding care. May we not be indifferent to 
the sins of the day, with their insidious in- 
fluences among young and old. May we have 
such a close walk with thyself that we may 
be able to help others; and grant that we 
may be faithful in saying the right word at 
the right time to those who may be tempted. 
We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you think you 
have any responsibility for others? Why, 
that seems an unnecessary question, 
doesn’t it? We all feel that we have 
some responsibility for some one, and if 
you are a parent in the home, you cer- 
tainly feel it there. As teachers we feel 
that responsibility, too. The question is, 
what we are really going to do to offset 
the trend of ordinary neighborhood life 
today. Let us ask ourselves very quietly 
before God, what there is in our own 
neighborhood life that would not be 
pleasing to him. In what way can we set 
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a good example to others, who might be 
led in the wrong direction by our ac- 
tions? Folks for whom you have some 
responsibility are making important de- 
cisions every day. Sometimes these de- 
cisions seem like a very light thing, and 
yet they may be deciding factors in 
shaping character. A wealthy man who 
had been chosen president of a great 
university, and who had been accus- 
tomed to taking wine at dinner, no 
longer touched any alcoholic drink be- 
cause he said that he did not intend that 
any student might say he could drink 
because he has seen the president drink. 
We cannot safely do as we please unless 
we please to do the right. Not what 
pleases us, but what pleases God, is the 
thing to do in our relation with him, and 
in our influence over others. The ques- 
tion is what you and I are going to do 
about all of this in the days to come. 
Let us pray. 





QUESTION FOR FATHERS 


A Fiititess FATHERHOOD 


WHICH IS MINE? 














ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet eT Ie 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Was the Training a Failure?—Train up 
a child in the way he should go (Golden 
Text). The son of one of my friends in 
Chicago said to him one day: “Father, 
I am going to leave home. I am tired 
of it all. Your restraints and Mother’s 
piety are driving me away.” The morn- 
ing came when he was to leave. His 
father heard him tiptoeing down the 
stairs an hour before the time he usually 
arose. He went to the door and, throw- 
ing it open, called out, “Charlie, come 
in.” When the boy entered the room of 
his father and mother, the old gentle- 
man walked toward him, put his arm 
on his shoulder, and said, “Your mother 
and I have not slept all night. We think 
there must be something wrong in our 
lives, and before you go we want you 
to forgive us.” The boy, whose name 
everybody in this house knows, looked 
up at his father’s tears and his own 
began to flow. “Father,” he said, “the 
trouble is not with you and Mother; the 
trouble is with me.” Down on their 
knees together they went, the mother 
on one side of the boy and the father 
on the other side. When they arose, the 
boy started the Christian life—From J. 
Wilbur Chapman, in the Illustrator. Sent 
by S. U. Bean, Kitchener, Can. Prize 
*‘Uustration. 
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Worse than Death?—Train up a child 
in the way he should go (Golden Text). 
“We lost our first child,” said a man in 
the course of a conversation with a 
friend. The other, shocked, cried out, 
“I didn’t know that she was dead!” “Oh, 
she isn’t dead,” was the quiet response, 
to which was added, sadly, “I was too 
busy.”—From Carl Westerdahl, in the 
King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. W. Rand, 
Melvin Mills, N. H. 


What a Father Didn’t Know.—Train 
up a child in the way he should go 
(Golden Text). A Sunday school teacher 
called cn the phone, “Does the Smith 
boy live there who goes to the Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday School?” Mr. Smith, 
who was answering, evidently turned 
from the phone and the teacher heard 
him ask, “Dc any of you kids go to the 
Methodist Episcopal Sunday School?” 
This father did not know where his 
children went, or whether they went at 
all to Sunday school—From James 
Elmer Russell, in Church Management. 
Sent by the Rev. J. M. Bigham, D.D., 
Anderson, S. G 


To Have Beautiful Sheep.—Train up a 
child in the way he should go (Golden 
Text). “How do you get such beautiful 
sheep?” was a question put to a farmer. 
“I take care of the lambs,” was the re- 
ply. There is a word for pastors as well 
as parents.—From the Presbyterian. Sent 
by Mrs. W. Rand, Melvin Mills, N. H. 


The Board of Education.—Train up a 
child in the way he should go (Golden 


“BE SURE YOUR SIN WILL FIND YOU OUT” 


August 13, 1938 


Text). Small Boy: “Pop, what is the 
board of education?” Father: “My son, 
when I was going to school it was gen- 
erally a pine’ shingle.’"—From_ the 
Watchman-Examiner. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


With $30,000,000.—Train up a child in 
the way he should go (Golden Text). 
She had fifteen million dollars, 

Placed in bonds, and shares, and rents; 
He had fifteen million dollars, 

So they merged their sentiments. 

Now they’ve raised a son who’s valued 

At exactly thirty cents. 

—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


The Wrong Plane to Live On.—In the 
way he should go (Golden Text). How 
can parents who are not taught of the 
Holy Spirit give constructive guidance 
to their children? So often they make 
the mistake of giving the impression that 
Christianity is a big system of don’ts. 
Mr. Sankey said such people reminded 
him of Sanballat and Geshem in the 
Book of Nehemiah. Asked how that was, 
he replied that Nehemiah was building 
the wall, but Sanballat, who was op- 
posed to the work, sent him this mes- 
sage, “Come, let us meet together... 
in the plain of Ono.” Many parents 
meet with their children only on the 
“plane of O no.”—From the King’s Busi- 
ness. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


“A Woman with a Mission.”—For I 
have told him that I will judge his house 
for ever for the iniquity which he know- 








that thou shalt 
escape the judg- 
ment of God?” 


Rotn. 2:3. 
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Lesson for August 28 


eth; because his sons made themselves 
- vile, and he restrained them not (1 Sam. 
3:18). 


She’s a woman with a mission; 
heaven-born ambition to 
world’s condition, 
understand. 

She’s a model of propriety, a leader of 
society, and has a great variety of reme- 
dies at hand. 

Each a sovereign specific, with a title scien- 
tific, for the cure of things morbific that 
vex the people sore; 

For the swift alleviation of the evils of the 
nation is her foreordained vocation on this 
sublunary shore. 

And while thus she’s up and coming, always 
hurrying and humming, and occasionally 
slumming, this reformer of renown; 

Her neglected little Dicky, ragged, dirty, 
tough and tricky, with his fingers soiled 
and sticky, is the terror of the town. 


—From “3000 Practical Illustrations in 
Religion and Morals,” by J. H. Bom- 
berger, D.D. Sent by M. L. Haskell, Nor- 
ton, Kans. 


*tis her 
reform the 
you will please to 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Youth Training.—Because his sons made 
themselves vile (1 Sam. 3:13). “Oh, yes, 
the old man’s all right, but don’t say a 
word about those miserable boys of his !” 
is what is said, in one way or another, 
of the children of some prominent men 
in many a town and countryside. There 
is many a fine business man who has 
operated his great establishment with 
skill and success, but who has been a 
miserable failure when it came to “op-. 
erating” his family. 

This statement is just as trite as it 
is true. But answer me this: Why does 
the smart man of affairs, who is a power 
as he swings through his office door, be- 
come a mere “piker” when he steps into 
his home door? There may be many 


answers to this question, but here is one . 


answer: Children are like certain plants 
and animals. If some one who loves 
the flowers and the animals does not 
take them in hand and most carefully 
and intelligently train them theys are 
apt to run wild and become noxious and 
dangerous, not to say “vile.” (Prov. 22: 
6; Eph. 6:4; 2 Tim. 3:15.) 

Luther Burbank, “the plant wizard,” 
took the worthless, painful cactus and 
trained it into a good fodder for live- 
stock. Some man took the savage wolf 
and trained him into our delightful and 
loyal canine friend. Have you ever seen 
one of the most “wolfish” of them care- 
fully leading his blind owner through 
the dangers of the street? 

The wise father who really loves his 
boy and devotes himself to that boy 
with the patience, zest, and perseverance 
of a Burbank with his plum (prune), 
never has a “vile” son to disgrace him 
—and “break his neck,” figuratively 
speaking. 

It is usually the young man who never 
was a Boy Scout or a Sunday school 
sticker who gets into the iron grip of 
John Law because of an escapade. 


Church Pride and Son Neglect.—His 
heart trembled for the ark (4:13). It is 
significant, and explains a lot, that we 
do not read that Eli’s heart trembled 
for those “vile” sons. It would seem 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the ark with Eli had the place that in 
a later day the church has had with 
many a Christian. 

For many years the Christian leaders 
were more concerned with building mag- 
nificent churches (arks) than with the 
care of the people. In the time of 
Christ the priests and rulers were more 
concerned with the temple which re- 
placed the tabernacle and its ark than 
with the welfare of the people. 

I am very fond of the proof etchings 
of the great cathedrals of Europe. These 
have been done by the fine artists — Haig, 
Fitton, Haworth, and others. When I 
have opportunity I stop in at the picture 
store and ask to see them. The art 
dealer is only too glad to show the 
beautiful etchings to anyone who can 
understand and appreciate them. Some 
of these are rare, and on that account 
have become valuable. The first Burgos 
print, for example, has sold for $800. 

Now while these beautiful “arks” were 
in the building the spiritual welfare of 
the “sons” was entirely neglected, and 
they were for the most part left to their 
own. The result was the common people 
were ignorant, knowing neither how to 
read nor write. They were poorly housed 
and scantily fed, and as for morals, — oh, 
well, the libraries which have descrip- 
tions of the life of that day have to 
keep the books under lock and key. 

In more recent times the English Eli’s 
were solicitous for the church, yet “the 
sons of Eli” became so unspeakable that 
men like John Bunyan, George Fox, and 
John Wesley were forced to rise up in 
protest. Bunyan and Fox protested 
themselves to jail. 

There are some earnest church folks 
in these days whose hearts tremble for 
the “ark,” but whose sons (and daugh- 
ters) are running wild with “no use for 
the old man’s religion !” 


Our Young Folks.—Israel is fled... 
and the ark of God is taken (v. 17). The 
next verse tells us that the death of his 
sons, and the loss of that which to him 
was his church and the presence of God, 
was too much for Eli. He fainted and 
fell over, and his neck was broken in 
the fall. Disappointed fathers in these 
modern days do not faint and suffer 
broken necks, but we know many a good 
religious father who has gone down un- 
der a broken heart. 

The topic of this lesson is “Responsi- 
bility for Others.” Our American youth, 
both boys and girls, are no small re- 
sponsibility. Take the boys and girls 
who gather with us in our Sunday 
schools, Boy Scout troops, Y. M. and 
Y. W. C. A.’s,.and other organizations; 
here we have our big opportunity, and 
our paramount job is to mould them and 
direct them into fine Christian manhood 
and womanhood. Yes, it can be done, 
and a great army of devoted men and 
women are doing it. Don’t lose sight of 
that fact (1 Cor. 15:58; Psa. 19:11). 

Every now and then some newspaper 
writer or magazine essayist or novelist 
who rarely goes to church and never 
enters a Sunday school, young people’s 
convention, or other gathering tells how 
the present generation of young folks are 
turning from things religious and run- 
ning wild. Those whom these writers 
see reveling, swearing, drinking are not 
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the solid metal of pth — down 
in the ladle : 
that is to be SE 
of time and goeeerak 

When I read or hear one of those 
muckrakers who, judging all American 
youth from the poor samples they meet 
at the cocktail hour or the cocktail bar, 
go into eruption, I think of Mr. Dooley, 
who has just died as I write. Mr. Dooley 
says, “When I hear a mon sayin’ our 
gurls are all becomin’ cigarette smokin’ 
flappers, an’ our bhoys a bunch of boozin’ 
loafers, an’ our colleges hotbeds of divil- 
try, inikwity, hathenism, and oidleness, 
there is wan consolin’ thot.” 

“An’ what is thot?” asks Mr. Hennessy. 

“That it isn’t so!” replies Mr. Dooley. 

COATESVILLE, PA. 








Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Two Big Mistakes. 
Discussion: Name some of the incon- 
sistent things that Christians do — incon- 
sissent omissions as well as commissions. 
Pause for a moment’s quiet introspection: 
“How about me, Lord?’”’ 
Objective: A faithful servant. 











AY, fellows, “Two Big Mistakes”; that 

is the way we might truly speak of 
Hophni and Phinehas—sons of Eli. 
They were appointed to the high and 
holy office of ministering before God’s 
altar, but, like Esau, they “despised” 
their birthright. They ate the sacred 
meats that were designed for the sacri- 
fices. They made their servants go and 
get it for them. The law of God was 
clearly before them requiring that these 
oortions should be burned upon the altar. 
Besides that, they led immoral lives 
and debauched others who looked up to 
them as priests. One wonders how they 
could have been so reckless. 

We are told that Napoleon’s soldiers 
amused themselves by throwing mud 
balls at Leonardo da Vinci’s great mas- 
terpiece, “The Last Supper,” on the walls 
of a convent refectory in Milan. The 
great artist spent ten years producing 
that famous painting, with a skill and 
consecration rarely equaled; yet these 
ruffians could rise to no higher level of 
appreciation than to find pleasure in 
splattering it with mud. 

We marvel at that. But when a serv- 
ant of the Lord has so little regard for 
his high and holy calling as to drag it in 
the slime of mere physical appetite, it 
gives us greater surprise. 

And yet, fellows, there is always the 
temptation before you and me to that 
same thing in greater or less degree. 
Each one of us has within us the po- 
tential elements of that kind of sinning. 
We might as well be frank with our- 
selves and look the facts in the face. 
We might easily forget our high call- 
ing and do things that bring reproach 
on our Lord. For if one is a Christian 
he is a priest! Did you know that? Lis- 
ten to Isaiah: “But ye shall be named 
the Priests of the Lord: men shall call 
you the Ministery of our God” (Isa. 61: 
6). And hear” er: “Ye also, as lively 
stones, are b’..it up a spiritual house, an 
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holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sac- 
rifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5). 

It is just possible you have never re- 
alized what a wonderful thing it is to be 
a servant of the Creator of the universe. 
Perhaps you think it would be a mar- 
velous thing to be the trusted employee 
of a great automobile manufacturer, or 
the ambassador of your country to some 
high court; but those positions cannot 
compare to the holy trust your Lord has 
placed in you as his servant and repre- 
sentative — not only to individuals but 
to the world at large—the wonderful 
world he has made. If you realized the 
wonder of it, how carefully, how prayer- 
fully you would walk! What a life of 
victory and achievement you would 
lead ! 

Hophni and Phinehas did not simply 
destroy themselves in their reckless dis- 
regard of their holy office; they de- 
stroyed others. They brought many 
lives down with them into shame and 
disgrace and death. In their closing act 
of folly they carried the ark of the Lord 
out from its holy place into the battle- 
field where it was captured by the Phil- 
istines and the two reckless priests them- 
selves fell by the sword. Even in death 
they were still potent for evil, for when 
the news of it all reached their old father 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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at Shiloh he fell over backward and died. 

Fellows, it need not have been so. 
Nobody needs to furnish the Devil with 
a laugh like that. The Lord nominates 
you his servant; better still, he calls you 
his friend—his trusted friend. Take 
that wonderful life he has given you and 
live it gloriously for him ! 

MIDDLEBROOK, VA. 


w 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To help the girls realize their 
responsibility to others, and to seek to re- 
veal Christ through their own lives. 


Activity.—Make a questionnaire for each 
girl to fill out, using these or similar 
questions: 1. Those to whom I am re- 
sponsible. (This might include parents, 
teachers, brothers and sisters, comrades, 
employers.) 2. How may I fulfill my re- 
sponsibilities to each? 3. To what extent 
can I do as I please without interfering 
with the rights of others? 4. As people 
watch me are they able to see the Lord 
Jesus Christ reflected in my life? 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Speak, Lord; for thy 
servant heareth” (1 Sam. 3:9c). 

IRLS, did you ever wonder what the 

story of your life would sound like 
if it were written and printed in a book 
for other people to read? Would it be 
a story that would help others or not? 
We won’t stop to discuss our own stories 
just now because we have an important 
lesson to study, but when you are alone, 
won’t you think over the outline of your 
life? These questionnaires may prove 
helpful (see above). 

Today we shall compare the lives of 
some Old Testament characters who 
failed to meet their obligations to other 
people, and some characters who suc- 
ceeded. 

Hannah.—Last week we learned of the 
surrender of this wonderful mother 
when she took her little son Samuel to 
the temple where he might be trained 
to serve God and his people. Israel was 
lacking in spiritual vision when Samuel 
went to the house of the Lord in Shiloh, 
but see what blessing came to Israel be- 
cause of Hannah’s willingness to give 
her son to the Lord’s work (1 Sam. 3:21). 

Eli.—(1) For forty years Eli judged 
Israel, and no doubt his influence was 
helpful to the people (1 Sam. 4:18). He 
encouraged Hannah when she made her 
prayer (1 Sam. 1:17). He trained little 
Samuel in the work of the Temple (1 
Sam. 2:11). He led Samuel to a definite 
surrender of himself to God (1 Sam. 3: 
8, 9). 

(2) We wish we could remember Eli 
as a man who “wholly followed the 
Lord,” as fine old Caleb did (Josh. 14:8), 
but this was not so. Eli had two sons 
whom he honored and served more than 
he served and honored God (1 Sam. 2: 
29). Notice how he tried to keep in 
good favor with his sons even while 
he attempted to correct them (1 Sam. 2: 
24; 3:13). How did this failure of Eli 
to control the conduct of his sons affect 
the people for whom the priest was re- 
sponsible? (1 Sam. 2:28.) Through Eli's 
neglect the services of the Temple were 
losing their effectiveness. Finally God 
declared through his messenger to Eli 
(1 Sam. 2:27) that he would provide a 
priest who would “do according to that 
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which” was in God’s own heart and mind 
(1 Sam. 2:35). 

Hophni and Phinehas.—Just as God 
wanted the offerings of the people to be 
without blemish (Deut. 17:1), he also 
wanted the priests who offered the sac- 
rifices to be without blemish (Lev. 21: 
16-23). But here were two priests whose 
characters were completely corrupt (1 
Sam. 2:17). (1) They put themselves 
and their own interests above everything 
else (1 Sam. 2:16). (2) They had no 
respect for the moral or spiritual rights 
of the people who came to worship in 
Shiloh (vs. 23, 24). (3) “They knew 
not the Lord” (v. 12). Although they 
had been reared in the Temple and had 
been trained by their father, the priest, 
to perform the duties of priests, their 
hearts had never been cleansed from 
sin and made right before God (Psa. 51: 
10). Because of the sins of these two 
men multitudes of others suffered and 
transgressed. 

Samuel.—At the same time the wicked 
sons of Eli were causing such trouble 
in the Temple, Samuel was growing in 
favor with God and with the people who 
visited Shiloh. Notice how the accounts 
of his growth are interwoven as a ray 
of light in the dark story of Eli’s sons 
(1 Sam. 2:11, 18, 21, 26). As Samuel 
was training for service in the Temple, 
he was continually faithful to the work 
which he already understood (1 Sam. 
3:3-5). Perhaps because of the influ- 
ences around him Samuel had not been 
aware of God’s presence before the call 
came to him in the night, but God had 
been watching the loyalty of this little 
boy and he called him to a personal sur- 
render of himself (v. 7). Because Sam- 
uel had consecrated himself to God, and 
because he understood the corrupt con- 
ditions in the Temple, God revealed to 
him the outcome of the sins of Eli and 
his sons (vs. 11-14). How did Samuel 
fulfill the unpleasant duty that was his 
to inform Eli of the message? (vs. 17, 
18.) 

A question was asked in a group of 
young people, “If you thought a friend 
of yours were making a serious mistake 
in some of her decisions or in her con- 
duct, would you go to this friend and 
reveal to her the mistake?” How would 
you answer this? Let us do as we should 
with all of our problems. Let us refer 
to the Word of God (Prov. 27:6, 17; Gal. 
6:1; Eph. 4:32). Let us always wait for 
the leading of the Holy Spirit before 
making final decisions. 

See how the devotional selection in 
Galatians 6:7-10 applies to this story of 
Hophni, Phinehas, and Samuel. The two 
wicked sons of Eli reaped the evil which 
they had sown, and were punished dur- 
ing their earthly lives as well as 
throughout eternity, while Samuel, on 
the other hand, was rewarded for faith- 
fulness (Rev. 2:10d). 

As we close our Iesson shall we make 
the prayer in our Memory Verse the re- 
quest of our own hearts? (Close with 
sentence prayers.) 

Next week we shall learn how Han- 
nah’s prayer for her son was further ful- 
filled as Samuel led his countrymen in 
a great revival. What are some of the 
requirements for a real revival? Learn 
Proverbs 3:6. 
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Lesson for August 28 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
How to Build the Picture 


A similar background to the last pic- 
ture. Hills, the tabernacle, the little boy 
Samuel, and Eli the priest. 











AST week we heard a little about 

Eli the priest, but today we have to 
tell you the sad part of his life. Eli 
worshiped God, and loved the Lord, but 
he had two bad boys whom he had not 
trained and punished as he should have 
done. When God chose a family to be 
priests, all the men of that family be- 
came priests as soon as they were old 
enough, so these bad sons of Eli were 
priests, though the Bible says they were 
worthless, lawless fellows who did not 
know God at all. They did wicked 
things in the tabernacle. When a man 
brought a sacrifice, instead of offering 
it as they should, and taking out only 
the priest’s share, they took part of that 
which should have been offered as a 
burnt offering. They stole from God, 
and they did other evil things. 

Eli spoke to them, and pleaded with 
them not to do such things. He told 
them that they were sinning against God, 
and that God would punish them. But 
they would pay no attention to him. I 
suppose they just laughed at him, and 
thought he was an old crank. That’s 
what those kind of sons generally think 
about their father. 

Then God sent a prophet to tell Eli 
that he was going to take away the 
priesthood from Eli’s house; that the two 
sons should die in one day; and that he 
would raise up a faithful priest who 
would obey him. 

Last week I told you how God spoke 
to Samuel in the night. That very night 
God told Samuel that he was going to 
do all the things he had spoken against 
the house of Eli, because Eli’s sons were 
wicked, and Eli had never taught them 
to obey him or God. 

And God did as he said, as he always 
does. One day in battle the two sons 
were killed, and the ark of God was cap- 
tured by the Philistines, and a messenger 
came running to Shiloh, where the tab- 
ernacie was, and toid Eli the news. Eli 
knew his sons must die, for God had 
told him so, but his heart must have 
been broken by the news. When the 
messenger told him that his two sons 
were dead and that the ark of God had 
been taken by the Philistines, Eli fell 
over backward off the seat and broke his 
neck and died. 

Eli’s wicked sons had taken the ark 
out of the tabernacle to battle with the 
Philistines, thinking God would give 
them the victory if they had the ark. 
But they had defied and disobeyed God, 
and made a mockery of the holy service 
of the tabernacle, and God let the Philis- 
tines capture the ark. 

Eli did love God, but his mistake had 
been in not training his sons as God has 
told fathers and mothers to do. Do you 
see why your father and mother must 
make you obey, so you will not grow up 
wicked and disobedient to them and to 
God? None of us likes to be punished. 
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Even teaching and training are hard for 
most of us, but we should take it will- 
ingly, for God is going to hold every 
father and mother responsible if their 
children are not taught the commands of 
God, and the story of Jesus Christ, and 
that he died for us all. Every father 
should see to it that every child in his 
family has accepted Jesus Christ as Sav- 
iour. Every mother should be sure of 
this same thing. 

We have a great Golden Text — “Train 
up a child in the way he should go” 
(Prov. 22:6a). 

MopesTo, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are om page 577) 


1. They were guilty of rude, irreverent, 
and covetous practices, and of gross immor- 
ality. 

2. He reproved them, but did not disci- 
pline or restrain them. 

3. He gave them three sons and two 
daughters (1 Sam. 2:21). 

4. An unnamed man of God declared that 
his house would be set aside and a faith- 
ful priest raised up in his place. 


5. He called him by name, and when 
Samuel realized, as a result of Eli’s in- 
struction, that it was the voice of the Lord, 
he responded in faith and gave ear to his 
Word. 

6. That all things spoken regarding him 
and his ungodly house would be fulfilled. 

7. They carried the ark into battle and 
relied upon it for victory. 

8. They were defeated utterly, and the 
ark was taken by the enemy. 

9. Religious forms and outward signs are 
of no avail when godliness is lacking. 


10. When he heard it, his heart failed; 
he fell over and his neck was broken. 
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Prayer Brings a Lost Boy Home 
Founded on fact 
By Laura Trachsel 


WELVE-YEAR-OLD Elegant Splen- 

dor, a Chinese boy, came bursting 
in through the paper-paned door of his 
grandmother’s hut with the question, 
“Granny, I am so hungry, where is some 
brown steamed bread?” He perched on 
the brick bed near the blackened one- 
hole stove and waited for his bread. 

Grandma, looking very sad, shook her 
head and slowly said, “No steamed bread 
today, my little pride. The spinning 
mills are closed and your father is out 
of work. Eat this millet porridge and 
then snuggle down in those heavy cotton 
quilts for a nice long nap.” 

When Elegant Splendor awoke, the 
little room was very dark. The tiny 
flame of a small kerosene lamp on the 
rickety table shone dimly on the faces 
of his father and grandmother. Why did 
they look so worried? They were eat- 
ing their evening millet porridge very 
slowly. Half-waking, half-sleeping, the 
little boy heard these words from the 
conversation: “No work—hungry — 
uncle —tomorrow”—and with that 
much, he dropped to sleep again. 

After the cock had crowed the second 
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time the next morning, Grandma called 
her grandson. The first thing the lad 
did after he had buttoned up his padded 
jacket was to jump down from the brick 
bed and take the few steps to the big black 
cooking pot where he could always find 
millet gruel. But today the pot was 
nearly empty, and Grandma’s face was 
very troubled. 

“Why, Granny, where is the small- 
grain porridge? I am so hungry!” 

“Grandson, your father is a no-work 
man, and he cannot feed three mouths 
with even such simple food as millet. 
Your uncle is a have-money man. You 
must go and live with your uncle. Eat 
this small portion of millet, and then you 
will be ready to go.” 

“Oh, Granny, it will be fun to see the 
rich uncle! And think, I shall have 
white steamed bread every day! I am 
going to like it very much.” 

“Perhaps it is for the best. I shall pray 
to the true God that he will protect you. 
Do not forget the Gospel songs I have 
taught you. You will see idol worship 
at the Younger Brother’s home, but you 
must not bow down to them, for the 
idols are false gods. Now go quickly to 
your father, who sits in the sun by the 
south wall of the courtyard. He is go- 
ing to take you to Younger Brother’s.” 

Anxious-eyed Grandma Ho hobbled 
to the courtyard gate on her bound feet 
and watched the two out of sight be- 
hind a group of houses near the village 
well. 

After trudging five miles, father and 
son were glad to sit in the spacious 
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courtyard of Younger Brother and drink 
bowls of hot tea brought out to them 
by the youngest daughter. Since Elegant 
Splendor’s father was Elder Brother in 
the clan, he had the right of authority, 
and although his younger brother ob- 
jected to having to feed another mouth, 
he could do nothing about it. After a 
short rest Elder Brother started home, 
and Elegant Splendor was alone in a 
strange household. 

In a few days, the boy had become ac- 
customed to the routine of herding pigs, 
drawing water, carrying fuel, and build- 
ing fires. He sang some of the Gospel 
songs when he was out alone in the fields, 
but he was afraid to sing tnese songs 
in the courtyard. Uncle urged him to 
worship the idols with the rest of the 
family, but he always slipped away to 
the fields or to his bed. He was not a 
brave witness because he was not a 
born-again Christian. He had always 
depended on his grandmother’s faith and 
prayers, and of course they could not 
save him, for he must believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ for himself. 

Uncle was often very cross. One day 
Elegant Splendor came home with one 
black pig missing. He had lost the pig 
in a village through which he was driv- 
ing the herd, and he was sure that some 
one had stolen it. His uncle became 
very angry, and would take no explan- 
ation. For two hours that noon the 
uncle stood in the courtyard and scolded 
the boy. At last, in the height of his 
cursing, he pushed the offender out of 
the courtyard into the street, saying, 
“Be gone, you worthless thing! Your 
father must bear the disgrace of such a 
careless son. Go, eat out of your grand- 
mother’s kettle. I won’t keep you longer.” 
The black-leaved doors of the court- 
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yard gate slammed shut, and Elegant 
Splendor was left standing on the dusty 
street. 

The darkness had settled down by 
the time the troubled boy had plodded 
three miles. Just as he was wondering 
what to do, a big mat shed loomed up by 
the road. Hundreds of poor people were 
eating porridge in this kitchen provided 
by the government. Here was warmth 
from steaming bowls of millet, food for 
an empty stomach, and a bed of straw 
for an aching body. At length, the 
thrifty manager sighted the newcomer 
and was quick to make a bargain with 
him. 

“IT will give you food if you will wash 
dishes. You must promise never to 
leave this place.” 

The youthful traveler was so glad for 
shelter that he quickly promised, with- 
out thinking of the anxiety it would 
cause in his old grandmother’s home. 

After a day, the uncle’s anger cooled 
and he became a bit concerned about his 
nephew’s safety. So he mounted his 
favorite donkey and hurried over to 
Older Brother’s house. After talking 
about wheat and millet crops, the 
weather, and work in the spinning fac- 
tories, the uncle casually asked, “Where 
is the useless little one?” The father 
looked surprised, “Isn’t he at your house? 
No? Then he is lost. Oh, my son, my 
son !” 

Grandma Ho was sitting on the brick 
bed making cloth-soled shoes and heard 
the conversation. Her eyes filled with 
tears as she put her head down to her 
lap and began to pray. Two weeks drag- 
ged by and still Elegant Splendor did 
not appear. In desperation Grandma 
Ho locked her latticed door and started 
her two-mile journey to the mission 
where many would join her in prayer 
for the return of her grandson. Kind, 
sympathizing hearts were open to her 
story in the prayer meeting, and all 
united in one volume of prayer that the 
boy might come home. 

The day after the prayer meeting, the 
father remarked to his old mother, “Per- 
haps the foolish lad has returned to 
Younger Brother. I shall go and see, as 
I cannot have peace of heart until he 
is found.” 

As Mr. Ho approached the porridge 
kitchen, he looked with interest at the 
temporary structure, for such large sheds 
were not common in the country. As 
he passed the building he glanced at the 
open door where stood a hesitant little 
figure. 

“Is that you, Son?” was the glad cry 
of the father as he recognized the figure 
of Elegant Splendor. 

The happy boy laughed. “Why, how 
could this be? I have never stepped to 
the door before, but just now I had a 
funny feeling inside me that I must 
come to the door and look out to the 
road. And I see you the very first 
thing !” 

“Son, your grandmother would say 
that God has heard prayer in bringing 
you to us again. Let us hurry home, 
and she will explain this miracle to you.” 

When Grandma Ho saw her little boy 
she could only weep and say over and 
over again, “Tsan mei chu” (“Praise the 
Lord”). 

The next Sunday Elegant Splendor and 
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his grandmother went together to the 
meeting at the mission. The same ones 
who had prayed so earnestly for the 
boy’s return were now filled with praise 
to a prayer-answering God. Best of all, 
Elegant Splendor said, “I must find 
Christ as my Saviour.” So the boy who 
was lost from his father’s house became 
a found boy because God heard and an- 
swered prayer. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 








September 4. The Right to Work. John 4:34; 
9:4; Matt. 20:1-14. (Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, August 28 


What Will I Be Like? 
(Phil. 4:8, 9, 13, 19) 





Mon.—I will be like those I admire (1 
Cor. 15:33). 

Tues.—I want to be like Christ (Phil. 2: 
4, 5). 

Wed.—I want to be gracious and kind 
(Eph. 5:1, 2). 

Thurs.—I will be like Christ in Heaven 
(1 John 3:1-3). 

Fri.—Who most deeply influenced Paul? 
How? (Phil. 3:1-14.) 

Sat.—I will follow Jesus (Heb. 12:1-4). 











T IS not enough to examine ourselves 

by God’s standards and see what we 
are like, or to endeavor to look at our- 
selves through the eyes of others and 
see whether our relationships to them 
are in line with God’s standards, or 
even to consider our attitude toward 
God in the light of what his Word 
shows us he expects of us, as we have 
been doing for the past three prayer 
meetings. If we give serious consider- 
ation to all of these things, and then 
sink back and do nothing about it we 
shall be no farther along in the Chris- 
tian way than we were at the begin- 
ning. 

Some years ago a certain church is 
said to have handed in a yearly report 
to its general board which read some- 
thing like this: 

“Members lost, — none; members 
gained,—none; members’ married, — 
none; members. christened, —~ none; 
members died,—none; brethren, pray 
for us that we may hold our own.” 


ge 

God is not satisfied, if we are merely 
“holding our own.” We saw last week 
that he expects us to grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of him, so that 
we may come into the full stature of 
man in Christ Jesus (2 Pet. 3:18; Eph. 
4:13). 

Paul in writing to the Corinthians 
chided them because they were still 
“babes in Christ,” and must necessarily 
be fed with “milk,” and not with the 
“meat” of the Word (1 Cor. 3:2). 

In writing to the Hebrews Paul re- 
minded them that, at a time in their 
Christian experience when they should 
have been teachers they needed to be 
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taught, and were able only to take milk 
instead of strong meat (Heb. 5:11-14). 
se 

We ~nay grow in our knowledge of 
the Scriptures, if we will but take the 
time to read God’s Word thoughtfully 
and carefully. He has promised us the 
Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth 
(John 16:13). He offers to give wis- 
dom or understanding to any who lack 
it, if they will but ask of him (Jas. 1: 
5). There is no need for us to stand 
still in our Bible knowledge. All over 
our land God has established Bible 
schools where young people may be 
taught in the Scriptures. Many Bible 
schools such as Moody, Philadelphia 
School of the Bible, and Los Angeles 
Bible Institute conduct Bible corre- 
spondence courses for those who are so 
situated that they cannot attend the 
schools. 


pi 4 

We need to progress in our Christian 
experience. All too many of us have 
stopped just where we were when we 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour, and have not gone on to deeper 
knowledge of him and experience of his 
keeping power. 

Perhaps you have heard of the man 
who, at one time early in his Christian 
life, had a very remarkable experience. 
He wrote it out in detail and kept it 
safely put away in a drawer. When- 
ever anyone came to see him and got 
to talking about Christianity, he would 
go and get his wonderful experience 
and read it to them. But, one day, when 
he went to get it, he discovered that 
his wonderful experience was in shreds. 
The mice had eaten it. 

Have the mice of time and indiffer- 
ence been eating away at your Chris- 
tian experience? You may have a fresh 
experience of God every day if you 
will take the time for your morning 
watch, for the reading of the Word, 
and if you will ask the Holy Spirit to 
guide you into his plan for that particu- 
lar day. 
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We need to progress not only in our 
knowledge of the Word and our knowl- 
edge of God’s goodness and grace, but 
we need to advance in our Christlike- 
ness. Fellowship with the Lord Jesus 
in the morning prayer time and with 
his Word in daily reading must inevi- 
tably result in becoming more like him 
whom we love. 

Perhaps you have seen two old folks 
who have lived together for many years. 
Somehow, in spite of differences of 
physique and of countenance, they have 
actually grown to look like one another. 
Marvelous as it is, what is true in the 
physical world is literally true in the 
spiritual realm. We cannot walk daily 
with the Lord Jesus and not get to be 
like him. 

Have you never known a Christian 
whose very presence was a benediction 
and through whom the Lord Jesus 
seemed to shine in every word and 
deed? This came not by chance or be- 
cause of some special favor. It may 
be. true of every. believer. Paul has 
this in mind in 2 Corinthians 3:18, when 
he says, “But we all, with open [un- 
veiled] face beholding as in a glass 


- THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


[mirror] the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image [likeness] 
from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord.” 

The “unveiled face” suggests a fel- 
lowship in which there is no dissem- 
bling, where there is no unconfessed 
sin or fault, where there is “nothing 
between,” but on the other hand, there 
is absolute confidence and trust, and 
absolute yieldedness, such as cannot be 
even in the most intimate earthly fel- 
lowship. 

Se 


Our thought of what we will be like 
would not be complete without a for- 
ward look into that time when our Lord 
will come again. John tells us that on 
that glorious day, although we may not 
know now fully all that we shall be, 
nevertheless we shall be like him (1 
John 3:2). In the twinkling of an eye 
we shall be changed (1 Cor. 15:52). The 
body in which we now live with all its 
limitations and imperfections will be 
changed and “fashioned like unto his 
glorious body” (Phil. 3:21), and our 
natures will be transformed like unto 
his nature. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


we 
Should Christians Oppose War? 


(Continued from second page) 


the teachings of God’s Word, announces 
in a popular or technical journal or book 
that undoubtedly men will some time 
win the mastery over all disease and 
death. No intelligent Christian believes 
this. Death will be done away only after 
Christ has come again and established 
his Kingdom on earth. And even then 
it is only after the millennium that this 
mastery will be won, and by Christ 
alone, when “the last enemy that shall 
be destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 15:26). 
But does this mean that physicians and 
others should never attempt to prevent 
death or heal disease? God forbid! It 
is the God-given duty of physicians and 
of all of us to do everything in our 
power to heal the sick and to prevent 
death just so far and so long as we can, 
while not falling into the fallacy of sup- 
posing that human efforts can ever do 
away with all disease and death. 
Physical disease and death are the re- 
sults of sin in the human race— “the 
wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). Had 
there been no sin, there would have 
been no disease or death. War, and the 
death that results from war, are the re- 
sults of sin in the race. “From whence 
come wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even of your lusts 
that war in your members? (Jas. 4:1.) 
If there were no sin there would be no 
wars. Man can deal in an alleviating 
and temporary way with some of the 
consequences of sin, physically and na- 
tionally. But man cannot deal with the 
root of these consequences, sin itself; 
only the Son of God and Saviour of the 
world could do that. God has made this 
very plain in his Word; and he has made 
it equally plain that the time is coming 
when his Son, who alone can “make all 
things new,” will do away with disease, 
and war, and death, and the root of 
these which is sin. Looking far into 
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the future, after the Lord’s return, John 
“saw a new heaven and a new earth... 
and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former things 
are passed away. And he that sat upon 
the throne said, Behold, I make all 
things new” (Rev. 21:1-5). 


vw 


Swiss ’“’ Modernism” 
a Century Ago 
(An editorial from the second page) 


hind crushing majorities. Then cour- 
ageous and consistent personalities, who 
refuse to take part in this infidelity, must 
detach themselves.” They suspended 
Malan from his ministerial status. “He 
had substituted the Bible for the manual 
of religion.” When the Moderator fin- 
ished speaking Malan arose, bowed to 
the Assembly, and left the hall without 
saying a word, — that hall which he was 
never to re-enter. 

“When I was near the door a pastor 
left his place and approached me before 
the whole Assembly. He shook my hand 
and looked lovingly in my face. May 
the Lord remember this brother in the 
day of his distress.” A prophetic prayer. 
Eight years later this saint and doctor, 
Gaussen, went through the same experi- 
ence of expulsion. 

Malan went out of the city to preach 
at Ferney-Voltaire, the home of the 
great antagonist of Christianity. Pres- 
ently a large wooden building was con- 
structed, his Chapel of Witness. Then 
began a prodigious ministry as author 
of hymns, tracts, and catechisms for 
young people. These were widely trans- 
lated. Great numbers of visitors from 
other lands attended his preaching, so 
that he had to summarize his discourses 
in English or German for their sake. 
Some of these were New York Presby- 
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MARANATHA 
CHORUSES 


A NEW CHORUS BOOK of 95 choice, sing- 
able choruses. Over 70 composers. Dozens 
of brand new choruses. The finest Chorus 
Book for Young People, Conferences, Evan- 
gelism, Children, etc. JUST OUT! 

Price 30c; 4 copies $1.00; $2.50 per dozen 
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS, FINDLAY, OHIO 


Works and The Word 


In the border lands of Russia The Word is at work, 
In two months 1000 copies of the Bible or portions 
of Scripture were distributed. 
Pray that the Lord will bless 
this seed with rich harvest. 
Our ‘‘Friend of Russians’’ 
will give complete details 
of work. Yours r the 
asking FREE, 
We earnestly seek your sup- 
port now in continuing 
===) all important task. 

RUSSIAN’ MISSIONARY SOCIETY, Inc. 

Miss M. N. FETLER, Secretary 
1844 W. Meares Street Chicago, Ill. 
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terians, and he relates that, when he in- 
troduced them to his little Latin-speak- 
ing boy, the latter said in disappointed 
tone, “Non sunt cum plumis” (“They 
haven’t feathers,” that is, like North 
American Indians). The Revival, of 
which Malan was an early figure, 
brought back into the churches the cus- 
tom of hymn singing after a century of 
silence, and Malan wrote music as well 
as words for his hymns. He supported 
himself by teaching. Each child had 
its own Bible, and there was always one 
on the desk of the teacher. Though bar- 
red from city pulpits he had, neverthe- 
less, a great Sunday school in Geneva. 

All in all a man of great spiritual in- 
fluence, whose departure beggared the 
Church to that extent. “Malan incar- 
nated the anguish which at periods tor- 
ments the sons of the Reformed Calvinist 
Church when they feel that their church 
is no longer faithful to its glorious past, 
nor faithful to the divine Word which 
called it into being, nor faithful to the 
plans of God for the world.” They are 
the Fils Inquiets d’Eglise, (“the Church’s 
Troubled Sons”), to use the title which 
a present-day Genevan group uses. 

Malan’s was a well rounded and long- 
continuing life of service. To the end 
he kept his lucidity. Shortly before his 
death he asked his eldest son, Solomon, 
to recite the Twenty-third Psalm with 
him. He began in Latin, but the father 
interrupted with, “In Hebrew! In He- 
brew,” and, joining hands with his son, 
and in a low voice, he repeated it with 
him. 
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Two More Conferences 
at America’s Keswick 


HERE is still opportunity to attend a 

Victorious Life Conference this sum- 
mer at America’s Keswick, Keswick 
Grove, N. J. The remaining conferences 
are these: 


Young People ............. August 20-26 
OS Sa aa September 2-5 


An attractive folder, showing beau- 
tiful photographs of Keswick and giv- 
ing full information as to speakers, ac- 
commodations, registration, rates, and 
directions for reaching Keswick by train 
or automobile, will be sent upon request. 
Communications should be addressed to 
the Victorious Life Testimony, 506-509 
Commonwealth Building, Twelfth and 
Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. 


The Substitute Fund 


HERE are numbers of Christian peo- 
ple, especially young folks, who 
would like to attend a conference at 
Keswick, but who are unable to for 
financial reasons. Others who have ex- 
perienced the blessing that comes from 
attending one or more of the conferences 
are often glad to contribute toward the 
Substitute Fund, to make it possible for 
~s. as “substitutes,” to go to Kes- 
ts for this Fund are especially 
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needed to make it possible for college 
students and other young people to at- 
tend a conference. 

Those who would like to have a share 
in this worth-while ministry may send 
gifts to the Victorious Life Testimony, 
506 Commonwealth Building, 1201 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issucd by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 22 to 28 


Mon.—1 Samuel 3:10-14. 
Eli’s Sons Unrestrained. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He restrained 
them not.” Filial obedience to rightful 
parental regulations is the first law of 
the home. God commended Abraham 
for commanding his children after him 
(Gen. 18:19). Condemnation of Eli’s re- 
missness to parental duty sets a dark 
picture of home life before Christian 
parents. The child’s obedience begins 
with Mother and Father. Don’t expect 
a poor parental tree to bring forth good 
fruit. Children need the brake as much 
as the accelerator. “Brake” their mis- 
behavior or they will dishonor God and 
break your careless hearts. Pray for 
the Christian Fellowship Camps, 81 Bloor 
Street W., Toronto, Can. 


Tues.—1 Samuel 4:12-18. Defeat and Death. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ichabod!” Eli 
was forty years in the ministry without 
one word of divine commendation. His 
sun went down under a cloud, and the 
priesthood soon passed from his line. 
“The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good” (Prov. 
15:3). He still gives to men according 
to their works. Defeat and death have 
been the lot of many who have graced 
the ministerial office. “Take heed to 
the ministry which thou hast received in 
the Lord, that thou fulfil it” (Col. 4:17). 
Pray for Mt. Gretna Bible Conference, 
1528 W. Seventh Street, Wilmington, Del. 
Wed.—Genesis 4:9-13. 
Denying Responsibility for Others. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTiIons: “Am I my 
brother’s kceper?” Apostasy fosters un- 
natural affection. Apostate, blood-guilty 
Cain denied fraternal responsibility. 
Condoners of the blood-shedding of 
Christ talk the same way. Apostasy robs 
a man of natural affection. Christianity 
fosters brother-love. Hearts are laid 
bare in attitudes. Pray for Lake Harbor 
Bible Conference, Muskegon, Mich. 
Thurs.—Exodus 32:30-34. 
Acknowledging Responsibility for Others. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I shall make an 
atonement for your sin.” Moses’ iden- 
tification with Israel amazes us. Will- 
ingness to save them by sacrificing him- 
self comes out in the words: “If thou 
wilt forgive their sin—-; and if not, blot 
me, I pray thee, out of thy book.” He 
thus typified Christ who became surety 
for us, and saved us by the sacrifice of 
himself. Pray for the Victorious Life 
Conferences, Keswick Grove, N. J. 


\(Lesson for Aug. 28) Aug. 13, 1938 


Fri.—Colossians 3:18-25. Duties in the Home. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Wives ... hus- 
bands ... children... fathers... serv- 
ants.” The duties of Christians in their 
respective relations are sharply defined. 
Many get into disgrace who have their 
salvation by grace. Dwell upon what the 
Spirit says about each relationship. Well 
done “home duties” will have God’s 
“Well done!” Pray for Sulphur Springs 
Conference, Siloam Springs, Ark. 
Sat.—2 Samuel 18:31-33. 
Sorrow for a Wayward Son. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Would God I 
had died for thee, O...my son.” The 
time to be exercised about children is 
when things are running smoothly. Da- 
vid forgot God in days of prosperity. 
This sword of sorrow came as his chas- 
tisement. Early regeneration is aided by 
early anxiety. Unless the youthful hearts 
are early broken “at the Cross,” par- 
ental hearts will later be broken by a 
cross. Pray for Cedar Lake Conferences, 
Cedar Lake, Ind. 
Sun.—Galatians 6:7-10. 
The Law of the Harvest. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 
This warning is for Christians. The law 
of harvest is here embedded in the Epis- 
tle, enforcing the doctrine of justification 
by faith. Everything we think, say, and 
do will bear good or evil fruit. A seri- 
ous business is the Christian life. We 
shall meet every idle word and deed 
again. Will it bring joy or pain? Pray 
for Lake Superior Bible Conference, Cal- 
umet, Mich. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions, These rates include 
postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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